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A Connected People 

Rev Luke Ham        June 8, 2017 

(If needed, Father’s Day greeting to all Biological, Adoptive and 
Spiritual Dads out there. We give thanks for positive male role models. 

I once heard a man tell a story about a time he was traveling on an 
airplane. 

During this trip the women sitting next to him started to chat about 
where they were headed and then she asked him “what do you do for a 
living?’ 

He responded by telling her that he works for a global enterprise. 

Seeming quite impressed, she responded “Oh really…. What does the 
organization do?”   

He went on to explain, that they have outlets in nearly every country in 
the world. 

He tells her that “We’ve got hospitals, and hospices, and homeless 
shelters….we do marriage counseling, we’ve got orphanages, feeding 
programs, we operate colleges and educational programs, we do all sorts 
of justice and reconciliation work….basically we look after people from 
birth to death and we deal with the areas of behavior and societal 
alteration.” 

Almost dumbfounded…the woman asks “What’s it called?”……. 

And of course, the man responded “The Church!” 

What do you do for a living? 

It is a question that many adults are asked when first meeting someone. 

For whatever reason, our society has decided this is one of the best way 
to initially understand who we are interacting with…..it is the place 
where we first look for connections when that first conversation begins. 
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And no matter what our day job is….or if we are retired….we have the 
opportunity to share in the work of The Church. 

Not just San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church….but our global 
church. 

Out here on the edge of the country in California, it can sometimes be a 
little easy to forget just what an influence the Christian Denomination 
that we are a part of has…that we are a part of something much bigger 
than ourselves or this single congregation. 

One of the things I cherish most about the United Methodist Church is 
that we believe each and every congregation….each and every member 
are connected to one another….we support one another….though we are 
spread all over the world, we are one church. 

There are some denominations that have a congregational 
polity….meaning each and every one of their congregations is fully 
independent. 

But not Methodists…..we are a connectional church. It is something that 
we have been since the very beginning of the movement started by John 
Wesley. 

Being connectional of course does not mean we always 100% agree with 
each other about everything….but it does mean that even when we have 
disagreements, we affirm that we are all still part of a common mission: 
To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 

We acknowledge that the approach to ministry at Glide Memorial 
Methodist Church in the tenderloin San Francisco looks different than 
the approach of those at The Woodlands United Methodist Church, a 
megachurch in the affluent and conservative suburbs of Houston, Texas. 

And when we are at our best, we recognize that no matter what the 
context of each local church is…we are all striving for that same goal of 
Making Disciples of Jesus for the Transformation of the World. 
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We all affirm the teachings of Jesus….teachings like feed the hungry, 
care for the sick, visit those in prison…clothe and shelter those who are 
left out in cold. Teachings like Love your neighbor. 

Lately…I have been reflecting on the impact that church has had on my 
life…and although all of each individual moment in the church was a 
special and important time for me…I didn’t really realize the power of 
the church’s presence in my life until I started to write it all down… 

I was baptized as an infant at Northampton United Methodist Church in 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

I first felt began to understand what it meant to feel the presence of God 
in my life at United Methodist Church Camp nested on the banks of 
Lake Erie… 

I first affirmed my faith publically when I became a member of Green 
Valley UMC in Akron, Ohio. 

The first time I ever drove myself to worship….alone…without 
permission….without any friends or family attending with me or 
encouraging me to go….I drove to First Methodist Church in Downtown 
Napa. 

The first time that I ever took my college girlfriend to church with me, I 
was 18 years old and we went to Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Chico….and of course that young woman became my wife…. 

It was a United Methodist Pastor who performed our wedding in Mill 
Valley, CA. 

After college, I got the opportunity to minister to a youth group, it 
looked very different than the one I grew up with…. A youth group 
made up entirely of Filipino-American and African-American youth at 
Wayside UMC in Vallejo. A group that although very different in 
background from myself….welcomed me in with open arms and made 
me part of their family. 
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And then in 2011, I journeyed to a place that immediately felt like 
home….this congregation…SRVUMC. 

Now…I don’t share these experiences with you to list my resume…or to 
somehow prove that I have always been a loyal United Methodist…. 

I share these experiences as a testimony that whenever I have needed a 
place to connect with God….to connect with others….to feel like I am 
with my extended family…..there has been A United Methodist church 
there for me…and I thank God for that. 

Indeed, Being a connected people has many benefits and some 
challenges….  

Being a connected people pushes us to look beyond our own 
community…into the wider world. 

As many of you know, as Ordained Pastors, Ron and I are not members 
of the local congregation….but of the wider connection through our 
annual conference. 

Through the spiritual discernment of our Bishop with input from our 
District Superintendents, Elders such as Ron and myself commit to go 
where the connection needs us most…. 

And beginning very soon…that place for me is Church of the Wayfarer 
in Carmel, CA. 

At the same time, SRVUMC will be receiving a strong leader needed for 
exactly this time…..The Rev. Loraine McNeal.  

It is all part of our beautifully designed connectional system. A system 
that recognizes that congregations shouldn’t be built around the Pastor, a 
system that instead builds itself upon the spirit of God….a system that 
views the ministry of the laity, the regular members of the local church 
to be just as important if not more so than the work of the pastor. 
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And all of this connectedness even goes beyond the nuts and bolts of the 
UMC…..It goes Beyond our denomination… we believe we are also 
connected to every Christian church….what we call the church 
Universal. 

And when thinking about what scripture passages we would use for 
today….I decided to turn to the lectionary. 

For those of you who are unfamiliar with this word lectionary, it refers 
to the resource that many protestant, orthodox and Catholic churches use 
to assign their scripture passages each week based on the church year. 

Each Sunday an Old Testament passage, a Psalm, A Gospel reading and 
an additional New Testament Reading are presented for each 
congregation to use. 

The idea in using it two fold: First, it makes it so most of all the Bible is 
systematically preached on over the course of a three year cycle. 

Secondly, and the reason I choose to do this today….is that it is an 
important symbol of Christian Unity throughout the Universal Church. 

Just as we had the Psalm and Passage of Romans read for us this 
morning….so did millions and millions of Christians throughout the 
world. 

We are a connected church….we are a connected people. 

And to be honest, whether it was simple luck….whether it was 
something divine…..both of the lectionary scripture passages for today 
were very appropriate for this occasion.  

Psalm 116…..a text of giving thanks…..Celebrating the goodness of 
God…. 

Asking the question….What could I ever give back to God?.... 

The writer of the Psalm affirming to complete what He promised God 
He would do……with all of God’s people…. 
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As difficult as it is for me to have to say goodbye to you all….I am 
comforted by the fact that I am doing what I promised God I would 
do…. That I am fulfilling the vows I took at my ordination to go where I 
am called to go…. 

And I am leaving with the assurance that you, as God’s people will 
continue to do the good work that you are called to do for this 
community. 

Now, I am not naïve enough to think that times of transition like this one 
will go 100% smoothly all the time for every single one of us….just as 
there will be great opportunities for us in the change, there will also be 
challenges in the change…. 

But I am encouraged by Paul’s words for us today in Romans 5, when he 
writes that [the growing pains and hard changes] of life produce 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

Indeed, God is pouring out grace and love upon each one of us in the 
various seasons of our lives…God’s grace is fully surrounding us this 
very day. 

One of the ways have discovered divine grace is through God’s 
reflection in each one of the members of this church. 

While looking back on my time here, I realized just how much of an 
impact the people of this congregation have had on me…..I arrived in 
this place when I was 24-years old… 

And if you do some research on human development…you will discover 
that almost all scientists agree that brain development is still happening 
for adults until at least the age of 25….could be even a couple of years 
after that…. 
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So I can confidently say that you all have had the last say when it come 
to my brain development… 

You all….have had a lasting impact on my life. 

It seems like in some ways we have had such a short time 
together…..but in doing a little quick math, I discovered that Stephanie 
and I have spent 20% of our entire lives here at SRVUMC…. 

1/5 of each of our lives have been spent in community, in relationship 
with you….and that is no small portion….and while in so many ways I 
wish it could have been more….I can’t help but be thankful for all the 
time we have had here. 

If you ask most faith communities what their most precious resource 
is…..the answer you get back is “their children”…. 

Which of course is true….and I know I speak not only for myself but 
also for Stephanie when I say that we are so humbled that you entrusted 
your children into our care… 

We do not take the great trust and responsivity you placed on us for 
granted….. and of course we discovered that the old cliché is true…. 
That “Children teach you much more than you could ever teach them…” 

And not only have we learned from the children…but also from those of 
you who have been in this church for 40 or 50 years….the wisdom, 
insight and stories that you have shared is invaluable….they are 
inspiring…they give me hope. 

Which brings me to an observation that I’ve shared before…but can’t 
help but lifting up one more time before I go…. 

The question was once asked of our leadership “if your church 
disappeared tomorrow, would there be a void in your community?” 
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And from my very first day here I could clearly see that SRVUMC’s 
answer is a resounding “yes” to that question. That there is no question 
that this community of faith has an important role and place in the San 
Ramon Valley. 

This congregation has something very special going on…..a unique 
blend of attributes that isn’t found just anywhere... 

This is a congregation that worships in both traditional and non-
traditional ways……a community that embraces Progressive Theology 
while still holding onto our core Christian principles, a community that 
understands the importance of it’s thriving youth and children’s 
ministry….this is a place that understands the importance of community 
outreach through the new opportunities such as the ARC building and 
our Tot Spot….Gathered here are a people who boldly step out Mission 
and service  projects, both locally and globally….. 

This just isn’t a run of the mill congregation….there is something big 
happening here….something that does in fact transform the world---
don’t lose sight of that…. 

Don’t take this family of faith for granted….don’t take your unique 
place in the connection of the universal church for granted. 

Keep up the good work…..keep striving to help those in need…..keep 
striving to radically welcome people from all backgrounds, ages and 
family make-ups……keep experimenting with that it looks like to be a 
relevant church in the 21st century. 

Keep your eyes open to God’s presence and calling on your lives. 

Celebrate the blessings that God has poured down upon us…. 

Discover God’s grace in the struggles of being a community that comes 
together in faith even though we have different political opinions and 
different experiences and backgrounds. 
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And never forget that each and every person in this room reflects the 
image of God… 

It has been an honor to be one of your pastors….and please know that no 
matter how far the distance between our congregations….we are still a 
connected people…..one church….one mission expressed in a variety of 
ways. 

May we go forth with the confidence that we all reflect the image of 
God and are bonded together in the love that was clearly illustrated for 
us in the life and teaching of Jesus the Christ…. Amen. 

 

 

 


