
San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church 
Administrative Board Minutes 

July 15, 2014 
 
Attendance: Sunny Ahn, Luke Ham, Stephanie Ham, Larry Henderson, Carole Johnson, Don 
Johnson, Jim McKnight, Dave McWilliams, Dean McWilliams, Johnathan Robinson, Terry 
Sherman, Maggie Stienstra, Laurie Stocking, Joanne Van Bezey 
 
Absent: David Bain, Devon Drake, Ron Dunn, Linda Green, Paul Kuelz, Jeff Rideout, Bonnie 
Roberts, Brad Stribling, Winnie Stribling, Coreen Janes 
 
Guests: Quentin Alexander, Cathy Coleman, Bill Rust, Dory Schramm, Fred Toney  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Terry Sherman welcomed Pastor Sunny Ahn and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 
in the Fireside Room. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor Sunny Ahn offered a prayer to open the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION 
It was moved that the May 20, 2014 and June 24, 2014 minutes be approved as written. 
  
Moved: Jim McKnight; 2nd: Dave McWilliams; Motion passed: unanimous 
 
MULTI-PURPOSE ACTIVITIES BUILDING UPDATE 
Quentin Alexander, member of the MAB Building task force, provided a recap of the progress on 
the Multi-Purpose Activities Building, which started in May 2012.  
 
Completed steps: 

• Initial building and parking lot designs 
• County approved – new Use Permit received 
• Final structural design 80% complete 
• Secure Central Sanitary approval of plumbing design 

Steps to be completed in next 45 days: 
• Finish final structural design 
• Secure Fire Department approval of final plan 
• Submit final plans to County Planning with completed Conditions of Approval required by 

Use Permit 
• Submit final engineering plans to Public Works with completed Conditions of Approval 

required by Use Permit 
Steps to be completed in the next 3–6 months: 

• Submit final plans to County Building Plan Review 
• Secure Building Permit 
• Begin construction with a 10-12 month completion estimate  

 
Quentin did some comparisons regarding the approval process of the Wesley Center to the 
MAB, noting the complexities of requirements of the County departments have more than 
doubled since 2002 and that County approval costs were more than double for the MAB even 
though it is less than half the size of the Wesley Center. 
 
It was clarified that the donor is in agreement with the progress and has provided donations 
sufficient to meet monetary obligations in a timely manner.  
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WILL SCHRAMM MEMORIAL LABYRINTH PROJECT UPDATE 
Dory Schramm and Cathy Colman gave the Board an update on the Will Schramm Memorial 
Labyrinth to be located in Hap Magee Ranch.  They have been working on this for more than a 
year and secured all the necessary approvals from the Parks and Arts Commissions, the Alamo 
Municipal Advisory Council, and the Town of Danville. They are ready to begin the fundraising 
and have scheduled 3 events: 8/1 – Candlelight Labyrinth walk; 8/2 – Yoga on the Labyrinth; 
8/18 – Will Schramm Memorial Gold Tournament, Dinner and Auction. Their goal is to reach the 
fundraising goal of $100,000 by end of summer and dedication of the labyrinth next spring. 
 
To go forward with this project they asked the Church to accept the licensing agreement which 
would entail the Church being responsible for regular maintenance – power washing once a 
year and resealing every 3-5 years as needed. Discussion followed. 
 
MOTION 
It was moved to accept the licensing agreement and authorize Terry Sherman to execute the 
agreement on behalf of the Church. 
 
Moved: Laurie Stocking; 2nd: Dave McWilliams; Motion passed: unanimous 
 
FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
At the June 24 special Ad Board meeting there was agreement to not pursue the engagement of 
RSI at this time and that a lay member task force was encouraged to proceed with efforts to 
secure funds to pay off the mortgage and raise funds for capital needs. The task force includes 
lay members Fred Toney, Jess Erickson, Harry Knapp, and Kerry Davis. 
 
Fred Toney, on behalf of the task force, gave the following fundraising update. He noted that the 
first priority in fundraising was to pay off the Wesley Center loan of $235,000 which comes due 
on September 1st. Funds received in excess of the funds needed to retire the loan would be 
available for capital projects. Paying off the loan will free up considerable monies that would be 
required to refinance the loan. It would also free up funds received from the Endowment Fund 
now used to make ongoing loan payments, which then could be used to fund capital 
improvements and maintenance projects on campus.  
 
Fred reported that their approach is very grass roots – personal contact and phone calls - and 
as of this date 22 families have committed to pay $191,500 before September 1st. The Ad Board 
recognized and thanked the task force for their outstanding effort. 
 
STRATEGIC PROCESS UPDATE 
Terry Sherman gave an update on the strategic planning process of which 3 of the 4 phases 
have been completed: 
 

• 1st phase: task force addressing the question “What does it means to be a Disciple of 
Christ here and now?” 

• 2nd phase: task force addressing the question “What does the transformation of the world 
look like here and now?” 

• 3rd phase: take the resulting theological values from these task forces and engage 
members/groups/programs in conversation on these values and get their input and 
feedback 
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The 4th phase will be to take the data and feedback the first 3 phases and use it to formulate a 
strategic direction/plan for the church to be communicated and discussed with the congregation. 
It was noted that changes in governance would be revisited and included in the strategic plan. 
 
PASTORS’ MOMENTS 
Pastor Ron Dunn will be on vacation until August 1st. 
 
Pastor Luke Ham reported a very busy schedule with the Youth: house boating, Sierra service 
project, VBS, Gleaning mission. The Ad Board recognized that Luke is now our Associate 
Pastor and Luke noted that he is also serving as a Chaplin for the San Ramon Valley Fire 
District.  
 
Pastor Sunny Ahn was grateful for all the friendliness, kindness and radical generosity (i.e. the 
Henderson’s help with emptying the moving truck!) of the congregation as she assimilates into 
her new position. She noted that there would be small group settings for her to meet members 
of the congregation within the structure of the Neighborhood Networks.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – QUESTIONS/COMMENTS 
Stephanie Ham reported that VBS is going great and exceeded the projected goal #s in 
children, youth and adults participating in the program. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Joanne Van Bezey, lay member to the Annual Conference, reported on her experience. Carole 
and Don Johnson were also lay members representing our church at the conference. Overall 
Joanne found the experience very engaging and empowering with the following highlights: 
 

• Bishop Brown’s message was all about engaging in ministry with the poor. 
• Glide Memorial’s pastor, band and ensemble were certainly not boring and their ministry 

in the Tenderloin in San Francisco was inspiring. 
• Luke Ham was commissioned to Elder – congratulations! 
• Ron Dunn’s Dad was remembered during the “Celebration of the Saints”. 
• Bishop Brown was named as President of the Council of Bishops – global responsibility. 
• Resolution of conflicting mandates in regard to gay/lesbian marriage and pastoral staff 

penalties. 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING:  September 16, 7pm, Fireside Room 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Pastor Luke Ham closed the meeting with prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maggie Stienstra 
Ad Board Secretary 
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