
  

A Parsonal Point of View ~ 

Jesus has an image problem. There is no other way to say it. It is a problem that is not new or unique to our current time or 

culture, but one that has persisted over the centuries that dates back to the Council of Chalcedon in the year 451 C.E. In an 

effort to clarify the earlier work of the Council of Nicea in 325 C.E., the Council of Chalcedon decreed that Jesus was “truly 

God and truly man.” It was a definition that seemed to satisfy the existing powers of the emerging church—at least for the 

time being.  

Yet, over the centuries since, this definition has not often been applied equally across the board. More often than not, those 

placed in positions of authority in the Christian community have emphasized the divinity of Jesus to a far greater extent than 

his humanity. While often giving lip service to the human nature of Jesus, they, nevertheless, have focused their primary 

attention on his divine nature. As a result, much of the literature and art that has sought to capture the nature of Jesus has done 

so along somewhat similar lines. Even a casual review of these 

expressions make it clear that, in spite of what the Council of 

Chalcedon declared in 451 C.E., Jesus may be “truly human,” in 

theory, but, in actual practice, he is “more truly divine than 

human.” 

The reason I raise this matter for your attention during this 

season of Lent is that I believe that this traditional primary focus 

on the divinity of Jesus has created something of an image 

problem not only for him, but for us. Some of us, you see, may 

have a very difficult time of allowing ourselves to embrace the 

humanity of Jesus. That is, we may have a difficult time of being 

able to see him as a real human being who had real feelings and 

real emotions. It may be difficult for us to imagine Jesus having 

the same feelings that we experience—whether it be anger or joy 

or sexual attraction. 

The problem with refusing to allow Jesus to be understood as 

real and human in his feelings and emotions is that we then tend 

to place him on a pedestal that is so far beyond us and our 

experience that we easily conclude that, since he is divine, we 

cannot be expected to be like him and to take his witness 

seriously. After all, we tell ourselves, “we are only human and 
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can’t be expected to act like God.” In other words, we do a marvelous job of letting 

ourselves off the hook rather than choosing to take seriously Jesus’ witness and his 

invitation to follow him. 

There is another problem that I see in the choice to neglect the humanity of Jesus in favor 

of his divinity, and that is that Jesus becomes a bit less personal and a bit more inaccessible 

to us and our experience of faith. Instead of understanding Jesus as our brother and our 

companion on the journey that is life, we are inclined to view him in more cerebral or 

intellectual terms rather than on the more personal terms with which we can truly identify. 

Jesus thus becomes someone that we must believe certain correct things about (doctrine) 

rather than someone to experience in more personal and passionate terms. The concept of 

loving Jesus enough to follow him becomes more difficult when we 

find little reason to connect or identify with him. 

It is for this reason that we are using Peter Wallace’s book, The 

Passionate Jesus for our Lenten study this year. In the course of 

this journey, we have looked at some of the specific emotions that 

Jesus experienced—including love, anger, grief and joy—and then 

reflected upon the implications for not only our understanding of 

Jesus, but our understanding of ourselves. Our emotions are, of 

course, an essential ingredient in the recipe for a vital faith. Without 

our emotions, we will experience a faith that is, at best, dull, 

passionless and dormant. 

How critical it is, therefore, to spend some concentrated time thinking about the passion 

that Jesus held for the living of life and the importance of allowing that passion to be 

translated into our own witness of vital faith. My hope is that, as a result of this Lenten 

journey that we have shared together, the humanity of Jesus will come alive for us in new 

ways and that we will thus be able to experience a more personal and more passionate 

expression of faith. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Ron  

http://www.srvumc.org
mailto:newsletter@srvumc.org
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Easter Dinner, 

Anyone? 
Join the Thomas Food Project in providing 

Easter Food Packages to families.  
Want to make a difference in your Easter giving? Provide 

food for Easter meals directly to a family in Haiti. 

The Thomas Food Project is partnered with JACO 

Transfer, a Haitian business from whom we purchase our 

food products. There is a 10% discount for patrons of the 

Thomas Food Project. They are also a partner in our bakery 

project. 

Providing a meal for a family is easy to do. You can go on-

line to https://www.jacotransfer.com/ and order any 

item if you wish. Thomas Food Project will personally 

deliver it to a family. We suggest a 3-star food package like 

the one shown. With the 10% discount offered to Thomas 

Food Project, a 3-star package costs $58.50. However, any 

food item or package is appreciated.  

You can donate on the Give page of http://srvumc.org/

give/ to donate directly the Thomas Food Project.  

A 3-star food package includes: rice (25 lbs.), beans (5 

lbs.), corn meal (10 lbs.), oil (1 gal.), spaghetti (4 bags), 

sugar (5 lbs.), Corn Flakes Hyde Park (1 box), mackeral 

in tomato paste (1 can), tomato paste (2 cans), sardines 

(3 cans, 425g) 

News 
2017 was a busy year and a very successful year with six 

missions providing healthcare, clean water, education, 

engineering, guesthouse maintenance and community 

support. 

We were successful in our fundraising for solar ovens and 

are well underway to furnishing the tools for the bakery. 

There are needs for funding for large mixers, a propane 

oven, refrigeration and various baking needs such as baking 

sheets, rollers, pots, pans and other baking hand tools. We 

secured land for the bakery and a partner that will build the 

facilities. (Editor’s Note: See more about the bakery on 

the next page.) 

I was blessed with being able to visit partners and churches 

in Pennsylvania, Virginia and California, and to talk about 

our bakery plans and the work we are continuing to do with 

their support.  

We are entering the end of our seventh year and head 

toward our eighth. I am excited about the bakery and the 

impact it will have on the community. I am thankful for 

your support and prayers for the Thomas Food Project. 

God Bless you.  

Waiting in line in Haiti. 

https://www.jacotransfer.com/
http://srvumc.org/give/
http://srvumc.org/give/
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I will be traveling to Haiti in March to cement relationships 

and agreements between all the bakery partners.  

We were successful in our fundraising for solar ovens and are 

well underway to furnishing the tools for the bakery. There 

are needs for funding for large mixers, a propane oven, 

refrigeration and various baking needs such as baking sheets, 

rollers, pots, pans and other baking hand tools. We have 

secured land for the bakery, and we have a partner that will 

build the facilities.  

The bakery is to be Haitian owned.  

The partners in the project include: 

The Thomas Food Project, James Lazarre, Ginette Ocean, 

Mr. Roosevelt (the owner of the IMEC School and providing 

the land), JACO Transfer who will construct the bakery 

facilities and is our supplier for food in Haiti.  We are 

planning on a summer groundbreaking and opening in 

January 2019. The bakery will feed students and generate 

income through retail and wholesale sales.  

There are many positive things happening in Haiti and our 

timing for the bakery is just right. Haiti is improving in 

infrastructure financed by Chinese investors.  

Hilton now owns a nearby resort, and Marriott has a new 

high-rise in Port Au Prince. Many more companies are 

building and improving the infrastructure.  

The economy is improving, and more businesses are opening 

up in our area. The bakery will be part of local community 

development and we are excited to be part of it. It will not 

only feed students but also have retail and wholesale income 

for self-sustainability. We welcome you to join us in Christian 

spirit and deeds. God Bless. 

Bakery Update 

Bakery floor plan. 

As of February 20, 2018, the following Board of Trustees 

status notes have been prepared. Normally, BOT status 

is entered into the record after being presented at the 

Church Council meeting for a given month. However, 

the Church Council meets February 28, after the March 

edition of the newsletter has been submitted for 

publication. The newsletter thanks Mark Miller for 

providing this content for your review in the meantime. 

Narthex/Sanctuary: The board of trustees approved plans 

for the remodel improvements and seismic retrofit. At time 

publication, the plans will be submitted to Church Council 

for a vote and then on to the county for approval. 

BOT Finances: The BOT exceeded rental income for 2017. 

Although the water and gas usage was higher than normal, 

the year ended on budget. 

ARC: Two alarm issues determined to be the result of 

insecure covers on rooftop HVAC units. The contractor is 

aware of the problem. 

Preschool/Children’s Nursery: Work in progress to install 

another gate (behind Sodbuster shed) for exit in case of 

emergency. This gate is locked on the outside but unlocked 

on the inside. 

Wesley Center: The BOT approve the Youth Group senior 

class request to paint a mural in the youth room south wall.  

The mural will be of a tree with 12 branches for another 11 

future senior classes to add their graduating seniors. 

Individual hand prints will act as leaves, and the students can 

write their name in small print. The young lady (Hannah) 

doing the painting has an impressive portfolio of art work. 

The Board also approved replacing coffee makers in Wesley.  

Lastly, trustees are working with Contra Costa County 

regarding the health inspection/training/permit requirement 

for Church kitchens, only required if cooking for the public. 

Board of Trustees Status Notes 

(Highly Abridged Version) 
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Mission Memories... 

A big turnout for the February 3 

volunteer effort at the food bank! 

A high-energy atmosphere and 

lively pace make the food bank a 

great place for families with 

youth (but not small children) to 

do something together.  
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Imagine, if you will, never having walked due to a birth 

deformity; losing a leg or two to diabetes or another health 

challenge; or being disabled in a tragic accident…and 

suddenly the gift of mobility comes into your life. That was 

the blessing we offered to during our wheelchair mission to 

Guatemala in January 2018.  

Through the generous donations of the Asbury, Lynnewood 

and the San Ramon Valley United Methodist churches, a 

team from those churches traveled to Guatemala to distribute 

110 wheelchairs in partnership with the Wheelchair 

Foundation and the Rotary Club of Guatemala City. 

This was a remarkable opportunity to engage with families 

that had no means to purchase a wheelchair. They carried, 

carted or hobble-walked a family member everywhere. Our 

recipients included disabled and mobility-challenged children, 

adults and seniors. 

We started our week volunteering for a day at Virgen Del 

Socorro in Antigua. This long-term care facility, run by the 

Franciscan Order of the Catholic Church, is for children and 

adults with permanent disabilities. Many of these residents 

suffer from cerebral paralysis. We found this to be a 

rewarding and enlightening experience, so appreciated by the 

residents. 

Our first wheelchair delivery was to the Hospital of Santo 

Hermano Pedro, a charity hospital that turns no one away 

and only charges what a person can afford. This Franciscan 

hospital provides medical services by local staff and volunteer 

physicians from around the world. We also spent time 

working in the day care center and the wing for young 

children. We were particularly touched by how children with 

cleft palates, club feet and other congenital deformities 

received help and hope. 

Our second donation was to a senior care community in 

Antigua. This government run residence provides 

compassionate care to elderly men and women who have no 

place else to go. It was amazing to see mobility limited 

residents slip into their new wheelchair. 

Our largest distribution was at an event in Guatemala City 

sponsored by the Rotary Club. It was exciting to walk into an 

outdoor pavilion filled with anxious families selected to 

receive a wheelchair. One by one, each family was called to 

the front to accept the wheelchair. One by one, we 

collectively celebrated the grateful, beaming recipient and 

their family. It was one of the most heartwarming moments 

you can imagine and one of the most humbling.  

We delivered what seemed like an endless stream of 

wheelchairs. To see a very young boy experience mobility for 

the first time in his life, brought tears to our eyes. This little 

boy had only known life as his loving and patient mother 

carried him on her back his entire young life. Adults who had 

lost a leg, or seniors who could no longer walk on their own 

were simply grateful beyond words. As our host, Alejandro, 

said, “You changed many lives today.” My goodness, we did, 

with great love, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Thank you for your donations, prayers and the privilege 

to be your representative to the people of Guatemala, 

Steve Elliott, Debbie Hammond, Christina Silveira, 

Kayla Dees, Phil and Elva Cooper, Tim and Patti 
Arnold, Skip and Liz George, Doug and Mary Ellen 

Huey. 

Changing Lives in 

Guatemala 
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Learn and practice classic yoga postures (Asana), build strength; gain better balance, flexibility, mobility and body 

awareness; relieve stress and center yourself, all while having fun! Each class varies and may include Sanskrit, meditation 

(Dhyana), breath work (Pranayama), sun salutations, standing postures, balancing poses, back bends, forward folds, 

twists, deep stretching, soothing music, detailed instruction, modifications and more. All props provided, and all levels 

welcome! 

Classes run March 6 through May 15 (Tuesdays) and March 9 through May 18 (Fridays). No class the week of 

March 19. One series: $130; Two series: $240; Drop-ins welcome: $15 

Email annetta.mccarty@gmail.com or phone 925-285-3128. 

Stock the Easter Eggs! 
Please bring wrapped 
candy or small toys together 
with one dozen plastic eggs 
to the church office by 
March 18. Thank you! 

What a ready-looking bunch! This new class of San Ramon Valley 

firefighters played basketball at the ARC during a January outreach 

mailto:annetta.mccarty@gmail.com
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March Communion Offering 

UMCOR Sunday (Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) 

This month we join with the larger United Methodist Church in UMCOR Sunday, which most UMC congregations will 

celebrate on March 11, 2018. 

The History of UMCOR 

In 1940, Bishop Herbert Welch founded The Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief (MCOR) to 

address the displacement of populations during World War II. Over more than a decade, the 

humanitarian arm of the United Methodist Church resettled and assisted refugees in more than five 

different countries. Over time, its scope expanded to address hunger in Bangladesh and famine and 

drought in African nations like Ethiopia. 

Present-day UMCOR 

Today, UMCOR responds to major disasters we hear about on 

the news, like Hurricane Maria’s impact on Puerto Rico. UMCOR 

sent medical supplies and other staples, as well as volunteers to 

assist at distribution points operated by the Methodist Church of 

Puerto Rico. Partnering with FEMA and other organizations 

facilitates efforts there. On the mainland, efforts to relieve 

Hurricane Harvey victims continued in 2017 throughout affected 

areas in Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, South Carolina and 

Georgia. 

Abroad, 2017 efforts by UMCOR also reached mudslide victims 

in Sierra Leone and Mexican earthquake victims. The mudslide 

victims needed immediate relief with food and medical care, but 

UMCOR also worked there to provide tents, water filters and 

containers, bedding and hygiene kits for the displaced. Near 

Mexico City, UMCOR partnered with the local Methodist Church 

for cleanup and needs assessment. The large number of deaths (at 

least 320 people) there created a large need for pastoral support as 

well as material goods. 

Closer to home, UMCOR awarded a grant to The California-

Nevada Conference of The United Methodist Church to support 

wildfire relief last fall. 

UMCOR in the News 

To read more about the sophisticated role of faith-based 

organizations like UMCOR in disaster relief, check out this USA 

Today article from September 2017, after Hurricane Irma. 

According to Cathy Earl, UMCOR director of disaster programs, 

UMCOR then had 20,000 trained and background-checked 

volunteers for early-response efforts like home cleanup and debris 

removal. But, UMCOR is known for its expertise in assisting with 

the paperwork and confusion of federal aid and insurance claims. 

Did You Know? 

UMCOR received four out of four stars from 

www.charitynavigator.com, a nonprofit 

organization evaluating financial responsibility and 

transparency. 

Aerial view of homes burnt to the ground in Santa 

Rosa in October 2017. UMCOR is helping our own 

conference deal with the devastation last fall. Photo 

by National Guard Captain Will Martin released to 

www.commons.wikimedia.org as public domain. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/09/10/hurricane-irma-faith-groups-provide-bulk-disaster-recovery-coordination-fema/651007001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/09/10/hurricane-irma-faith-groups-provide-bulk-disaster-recovery-coordination-fema/651007001/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=10278
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Santa_Rosa_Fires_(37702990681).jpg
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Bridging the Great Divide 
 
Perhaps you’ve seen the recent Pew Research study (http://
www.people-press.org/2017/10/05/the-partisan-divide-on-
political-values-grows-even-wider/), which found a widening 
chasm between Americans by party line. We’ve become more 
“tribal” and divided over a host of issues—from immigration 
and race, to national security and environmental protections. 
 
Maybe it’s even happened in your family or with your friends. 
The great “un-friending” on social media or volatile 
Thanksgiving table. As this divide widens, it seems we’ve lost 
the ability to hear, understand and value differing opinions 
while still remaining friendly and civil. In other words, to 
disagree without being disagreeable. 
 
Our church sees a need to address this issue within our local 
community, and we believe we can lead the way to bridging 
this divide. 
 
As a means of starting to build this bridge, SRVUMC is 
hosting a national facilitator and conversation workshop from 
the Living Room Conversations organization on March 10. 
Our conversation topic is The America We Want to Be. 
 
We believe the SRVUMC community and the surrounding 
community—through this and future LRC sessions—can be 
change agents for a kinder more respectful world. 
 
The purpose of Living Room Conversations is to cultivate 
warm and respectful engagement among people who may 
hold different points of view, build relationships that generate 

understanding, rediscover how to listen and enable 
collaborative problem-solving.  
 
Living Room Conversations provides a structured framework 
for meaningful conversations that: 
 

 Bolsters Empathy 

 Deepens Community Connections 

 Encourages Civil Discourse 
 
All participants complete a Conversation Agreement pledging 
to engage in open, respectful and inclusive conversation. This 
agreement and conversation structure assures a good expe-
rience and allows participants to get to know each other. 
 
We believe in this endeavor and hope you see its value too. It 
is our hope that the Living Room Conversations workshop 
can be the first step toward a regular series of Living Room 
Conversations for our members and the surrounding 
community. Bring a friend who may think differently from 
you. 
 
Interested in reading the perspective of a local conservative 
who’s participated in more than twenty Living Room 
Conversations? Click here (https://
livingroomconversations.org/a-parish-administrators-
perspective-on-civil-disagreement/) 
 
Watch this video to learn how conservative, John Gable and 
progressive, Joan Blades came together to co-found the 
Living Room Conversations organization (https://
www.ted.com/talks/
joan_blades_and_john_gable_free_yourself_from_your_filter
_bubbles?language=en#t-110191) 
  
 
Rev. Linda Taylor will lead a Living Room 
Conversations workshop at SRVUMC on Sat. March 10, 
from 9:30 a.m. to Noon. Rev. Taylor will give a short 
presentation about the program, and you’ll have the 
opportunity to participate in a group conversation. Learn 

Afternoon Book Group 

Monday, March 19, 1 p.m. 

Rm. 202 Wesley Center 

 

Silas Mariner by George Eliot 

(Sharon leading) 

MARCH 10, 9:30 

a.m. to  Noon 

WESLEY CENTER 

http://www.people-press.org/2017/10/05/the-partisan-divide-on-political-values-grows-even-wider/
http://www.people-press.org/2017/10/05/the-partisan-divide-on-political-values-grows-even-wider/
http://www.people-press.org/2017/10/05/the-partisan-divide-on-political-values-grows-even-wider/
https://livingroomconversations.org/a-parish-administrators-perspective-on-civil-disagreement/
https://livingroomconversations.org/a-parish-administrators-perspective-on-civil-disagreement/
https://livingroomconversations.org/a-parish-administrators-perspective-on-civil-disagreement/
https://www.ted.com/talks/joan_blades_and_john_gable_free_yourself_from_your_filter_bubbles?language=en#t-110191
https://www.ted.com/talks/joan_blades_and_john_gable_free_yourself_from_your_filter_bubbles?language=en#t-110191
https://www.ted.com/talks/joan_blades_and_john_gable_free_yourself_from_your_filter_bubbles?language=en#t-110191
https://www.ted.com/talks/joan_blades_and_john_gable_free_yourself_from_your_filter_bubbles?language=en#t-110191
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Great Decisions of Our Age 

What are the great global policy decisions facing the US and how should Christians respond? 
Starting on Sunday April 8, at 10:30 a.m., our church will hold a series of eight weekly 
discussions on critical global issues using a guide prepared by the Foreign Affairs Association 
(FAA). This program is part of an annual, nationwide program, whereby groups of concerned 
citizens throughout the US will discuss why the issues are important and why we should be 
concerned. 

 The series will be facilitated by Lyn Arscott and Larry Stone and will be held after the first service 
in Wesley Center. A short DVD, prepared by the FAA will be shown on each topic, and the 
discussion series guidebooks will be on sale for $30. Contact lynarscott@comcast.net if you need 

4/8 U.S. global engagement and the military 

The global power balance is rapidly evolving. How does the US military function in today’s 
international order, and how might it be balanced with diplomatic and foreign assistance capabilities? 

Larry 
Stone 

4/15 The waxing of Pax Americana 

Recently the U.S. began a historic shift away from Pax Americana, the liberal international order that 
was established in the wake of World War II. Is “America First” the best policy? 

Lyn 
Arscott 

4/22 Russia’s foreign policy 

Russia is projecting an autocratic model of governance abroad and working to undermine the 
influence of liberal democracies, namely along Russia’s historical borderlands? How should the 
United States respond to Putin’s foreign policy ambitions? 

Lyn 

Arscott 

4/29 China and America: the new geopolitical equation 

In the last 15 years, China has implemented a wide-ranging strategy of economic outreach and 
expansion of all its national capacities, including military and diplomatic capacities What policies 
might Washington adopt to address this circumstance? 

Lyn 

Arscott 

5/6 Media and foreign policy 

Conventional journalism now competes with user-generated content. Cyberwarfare, hacking and 
misinformation pose complex security threats. What are the implications for U.S. policy. 

Lyn 

Arscott 

5/13 Turkey: a partner in crisis 

 Of all NATO allies, Turkey represents the most daunting challenge for the US. What should be the 
US strategy towards the most institutionally Westernized Muslim country in the world? 

Lyn 

Arscott 

5/20 Global health: progress and challenges 

Inequalities in health and wellbeing persist. We remain vulnerable to the emergence of new and 
deadly pandemics. the next several decades will be important in determining wellbeing across 
nations. 

Lyn 

Arscott 

5/27 South Africa’s fragile democracy 

The African National Congress (ANC) party has governed South Africa since the end of apartheid in 
1994. But the party today suffers from popular frustration over official corruption and economic 
stagnation. Could this lead to political fragmentation in this relatively new democracy? 

Larry 

Stone 

mailto:lynarscott@comcast.net
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We celebrated Abraham Lincoln’s birthday just a few 
weeks ago, on Presidents’ Day, but one of his many 
memorable quotations is a particular favorite of mine: 
“My best friend is the man who’ll get me a book I 
ain’t read.” I’ll forgive the grammar and even include a 
woman, although there weren’t many women 
exchanging and trading books in Abe Lincoln’s time and 
part of the country. There are many reasons we revere 
Abe Lincoln, and his passion for books and education is 
right at the top of the list. Here at SRVUMC we have a 
Library that is always open (if Wesley Center is open), is 
always free, and even puts out a Book Cart at coffee 
hours and luncheons. Easter books will soon be on that 
Cart. Take advantage of it! 
 
Here’s what’s new: 
 

Dickinson, Amy. The Mighty Queens 
of Freeville. Do you ever read “Ask 
Amy” in the East Bay Times? 
She is Ann Landers’ successor who 
dishes out common-sense advice and 
opinions on almost any subject put to 
her. Turns out Amy has quite a history 
herself—her husband left her with a 
toddler to raise, she has perfect pitch and 

spent time as a lounge singer, earned a degree at 
Georgetown, and in her late forties became a 
stepmother when she married a man with four 
daughters. The “mighty queens” in the title refer to her 
mother, two sisters and three aunts who propped her up 
when she returned home wondering what to do with 
her life after her husband abandoned her and their 

daughter. A great read! 
 
Harmon, Amy. From Sand and Ash. 
Many of the World War II novels are 
based on what was happening to the 
Jews in northern and central Europe. But 
the Germans were also empowered in 
Italy as Benito Mussolini joined Hitler’s 
vendetta against the Jews. At times slow 
to act, the Catholic church along with 

Italian citizens began to hide and shelter Italian Jews. A 
great novel about a lesser-known struggle in the 
Holocaust. 

 
Shattuck, Jessica. The Women in 
the Castle. Do the remember the plot 
by German officers and elite advisors 
to assassinate Hitler? The plot failed, 
and all the conspirators were executed. 
But those brave resistors had wives and 
families—what happened to them? 
Marianne von Lingenfels was herself 

one of those wives and had promised her far-seeing 
husband, should things go wrong, to find and protect 
those women. She set out to do just that, at times at 
great risk to herself and her children. A can’t-put-down 

novel of courage and perseverance. 
 
Swindoll, Charles R. Esther, A 
Woman of Strength and Dignity and 
Joseph, A Man of Integrity and 
Forgiveness. Charles Swindoll has 

written a wonderful series about 
some of the “movers and shakers” of 
the Bible. It’s called the Great Lives 
series and we now have two of them. 
They are written much like Swindoll 
is talking just to you, explaining his 
theories and opinions, and then 
backing them up with actual 
scriptural quotations. Many thanks 
to Janet Steffy for both of these. 

“Reading is to the mind what 

exercise is to the body.” 

 —Sir Richard Steele, 1672

-   1729 
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Tuesday, March 6—PrimeTime Potluck and Presentation—12:00 in Wesley Center 
March is National Opioid Addiction Month and we are fortunate to have April Rovera, 
Executive Director of the National Coalition Against Prescription Drug Abuse, as our 
speaker. Most of us have been touched in some way by the explosion in this tragic use of 
prescription drug abuse, which often leads to heroin and other street drugs. Please spread 
the word on this very important topic, and invite neighbors, friends or other family who 
may need to learn more about this. Remember this is a pot luck, so please bring a dish, or 
just stop at the deli or bakery on your way over. It's your company we really want!! 
  
Tuesday, March 20—PrimeTime Lunch with Friends—12:00 in Wesley Center 
Chef John Sanders is on vacation, so the cooking and serving crew will be providing our 
annual salmon lunch: YUM! We will also have a few chicken breasts cooked up for those 

who don't like salmon. Rice Pilaf and asparagus will compliment this special lunch—still just $5! We have a local baker who 
is being encouraged to bring her amazing Italian crème cake. More to come on that. Over 55? Please join us for this 
monthly "Thank you" luncheon—best $5 meal and fellowship in the Valley! 

Giant Reed Threatens Church Environment 

By Lyn Arscott 

No, this is not Armageddon or science fiction—I will explain. Our church owns 
the land at the rear of the campus over which flows the San Ramon Creek, the 
main drainage channel of our valley and a very important habitat for countless 
creatures and plants. A giant reed called arundo is aggressively invading the 
streams in our state including San Ramon Creek (note the photo and take a peep 
over the back fence of the parking lot). Arundo is a fire hazard, it displaces native 
plants, destroys fish and wildlife habitat and can create a flooding problem. A 
volunteer group called The Friends of San Ramon Creek has been active for many 
years with the objective of educating the public about the importance of 
maintaining a healthy creek and supporting programs to clear debris from the 
creek and to remove arundo. They have partnered with local scout troops and the 
SRV High School Environmental Club to remove arundo from some parts of the 
creek. They are also implementing a project to map and quantify the extent of the 
invasion. 

An important tenet of environmental stewardship is that property owners should 
take responsibility to maintain the health of the creek. Our church has an 
opportunity to be a community leader in this regard and exhibit good 
stewardship of our natural world.  

A few church members have been working with The Friends of San Ramon Creek to 
organize teams to remove arundo from our property, probably in the May to 
October period.  

We need volunteers from our church to help with this project. Part of the work will involve physical activity in the 
stream bed to haul out the cut reeds, but we also need supporting people to help with the organization of the project and to 
help with long-term revegetation of the areas after the reeds have been removed. We would also appreciate volunteers to 

contact creek property owners to inform them of the threat 
posed by arundo. Another challenge is to obtain help from 
someone with a truck to haul the cut reeds to the disposal 
yard. Any church members who are interested in this project 
may contact Lyn Arscott (lynarscott@comcast.net). 

Stock Some Easter Eggs! 
 
Please bring wrapped candy or small toys 
together with one dozen plastic eggs to the 
church office by March 18. Thank you! 

mailto:lynarscott@comcast.net)
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Every Sunday 

9 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday school meets 

K to Grade 5: Lamm Hall 

Grades 6 to 12: Room 202 

10:30 a.m. Nontraditional Worship 

Confirmation meets in room 201 until 

11:45 a.m. 

Childcare for all ages in children’s 

building, downstairs, either service. 

Weekly Programming 

Middle School Youth Group (Grades 

6 to 8) On Wednesday from 6 to 8 

p.m. 

High School Youth Group (Grades 9 

to 12) On Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.  

High School Dinner Night Out (1st 

and 3rd Sundays) from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. See our weekly email newsletters 

Sunday School Topic: 

Week 1: Abram Makes Peace 

Say This: Prove you care about 

others by letting go of “what’s fair.” 

Week 2: Isaac’s Wells 

Say This: Prove you can walk away 

from a fight. 

Week 3: Abigail Intervenes 

Say This: Prove you care about 

others by being part of the solution. 

Week 4: God Made Peace with Us 

Say This: We can make peace with 

others because God made peace with 

Calendar: Save the Date! 

MARCH 1 NO YOUTH GROUP. 

You are encouraged to attend the 

Ash Wednesday Service. 

March 20—Parent Meet-up 

March 25—Palm procession and 

Children’s Choir at 9: a.m. followed by 

Sunday School; Brunch 10 to 10:45 

a.m.; Palm procession and Children’s 

Choir, followed by Easter Egg Hunt 

on the playground. 

March 30 — VBS registration opens 

April 1—EASTER. No Sunday 

School, childcare available at Tot Spot. 

April 4-7—College Road Trip 

April 11—Introduction to third grade 

Bible class at 10:45 a.m. 

April 15—Presentation of Bibles to 

third grade Bible class at 9 a.m. 

June 4-7—Mega Basketball Sports 

Camp. 9 a.m. to noon, Grades 1 to 5. 

Registration begins March 5; check 

www.srvumc.org for details. 

June 16-22—Youth Works for high 

school and middle school in 

Portland, OR. Space is limited. 

June 25-29—Rolling River 

Rampage Bible School. 

Acolyte needed for third Sunday of 
the month! Would your 2nd-5th 
grader like to serve our church 
family in this way? Please contact 
Laura Roy at lroy@srvumc.org. 

Contact Us! 

Laura Roy 

Children’s and Family Ministries 

(Children through Grade 5) 

lroy@srvumc.org 

(925)837-5243 ext 106 

 

Jamere Crawford 

Youth Ministries (Grades 6-12) 

jcrawford@srvumc.org 

(925)837-5243 ext.109 

Music 

These choirs are free and open to 

everyone to participate.  

Cherub Choir (PreK through 5th) 

Beth McClelland 

Practice Sundays 10 to 10:30 a.m. 

Performances fourth Sunday each 

month and special events. 

Youth Choir 

Teri Hawk 

Grades 6 to 12 

Practice Sunday 10 to 11 a.m. in 

Conference Rm. Perform third Sunday 

of each month 

Bros and Belles Choir 

Winnie Stribling 

Grades 6 to 12 

Practice Wed from 5:15 to 6 p.m. 

Registration begins March 5; 

check www.srvumc.org for details. 

July 28-August 5—SSP in Spokane, 

WA. Space is limited. 

Provide dinner to the middle 

schoolers on Wednesday nights! 

Use Signup Genius link. 

Parents Meet-up 

March 24  

At 2133 Alameda Diablo, Diablo, CA 

94528. RSVP to Katherine 

Kennedy by March 20. Bring an 

appetizer and BYOBeverage. Jamere 

will be there to discuss programs 

available to Youth, and you can meet 

Youth parents. 

http://www.srvumc.org
mailto:lroy@srvumc.org
mailto:lroy@srvumc.org
mailto:jcrawford@srvumc.org
http://www.srvumc.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b44a4ac2da6fd0-middle
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Among Ourselves 
Health Concerns... Continued Prayers For... 

Jo Ann Hirsch 

Rich Johannessen 

All those who continue to 
live with long-term illness, 
unemployment, life 
decisions, and  sickness in 
their families:  Bill Andrew; 
Gene Brown; Lenore 
Cooper; Jeni Evans; John 
Evans; Brigitte Greene; Dick 
Greeno; Dave & Lillian 

Holleman; Cary Johnson; 
Johnny Johnston; Alleen 
Landstrom; Edith Liggett; 
Alex Maddux; Mary Ogden; 
Lea Patteson; Mike Robinett; 
Lillian Scherer; Ann 
Schroeder; Pat Shoner; Jean 
Spencer; Carol Webb 
Samford; Joan Webb; 

The family of Daphne Kimbell on her death on January 21.   
A memorial service will be held in our sanctuary on March 
17 at 1:00 p.m. The family has asked that you wear green if 
you’d like, because St. Patrick’s Day was one of 
Daphne’s favorite holidays. 

The family and friends of Margaret Matteson on her 
recent death at 103! No memorial service is planned. 

Dean McWilliams and his family on the death of his 
brother, Tom McWilliams, on February 13. 

Our Christian Sympathy To... 

Volunteering as a Receptionist... 

Would you like to meet new people and make a valuable 
contribution to the church office? Volunteer to be a 
receptionist at the office front desk for one morning or 
afternoon a week! You will learn a lot about the day-to-day 
work of the church and get to know the office staff, church 
leaders, and members of the congregation as they drop in 
for information. The main function of the receptionist is 
answering phones, light office work, and directing people to 
the right place for information. We need volunteers on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoon. Call Shannon in 
the Church Office if this type of work fits your time and 
interest. 

We are in search of a volunteer or two to help with keeping 
our Roush Kitchen clean. Many church groups use the 
kitchen and clean up after themselves, but we need someone 
to do a deeper cleaning on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, 
mostly cleaning the counters and sinks and emptying the 
refrigerator of old and outdated food. The refrigerator itself 
and the floors and oven are cleaned by our custodian. Please 
contact Marilyn in the Church Office if you would be willing 
to take this on. 

Volunteering in the Kitchen... 

Contact Information Changes... 

Laura Macomber Weeks & Dave Shaw have moved to 
Lake Tahoe. Please send all correspondence for Dave, 
Caitlin and Kelley Shaw, and Laura, Katie, Nick & Thomas 
Weeks to: 

Weeks-Shaw 

PO Box 791 

Carnelian Bay, CA  96140  

John & Carol Sayers have bought a home in Danville and 
hope to be in residence by the end of February. Their new 
address is: 

John & Carol Sayers 

622 Doral Dr. 

Danville CA 94526  

Rev. John and Sylvia Corson recently moved into the 
Rosewood Retirement Community in Bakersfield. After 17 
years in their Bakersfield home, they decided it was time to 
move while still healthy and as a gift to their children! The 
family is relieved to know that mom and dad are safe in “the 
home!” The Corsons send greetings to their SRVUMC 
friends and are praying for the church in this season of 
pastoral change. Their new address is 

1301 New Stine  Rd. – Unit A-1,  

Bakersfield, CA 93309-3596 

Hello from John and Sylvia Corson... 

Thank You... 

Thank you for the flowers, cards and many prayers after my 

fall, which resulted in a cracked skull and a hospital stay in 

the ICU at John Muir Hospital. —Nancy Alexander 
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March Celebrations 
Birthdays 

Wedding Anniversaries 

1   Bart Jacobi 

2   Stuart Kirby 

     Al Tiedemann 

3   Debra Carter 

     Stephanie Fenoglio 

     Steve Roath 

4   Mike Scalzi 

4   Cole Donaldson 

     Miles Murdough 

6   Ed Keller 

7  Amber Marx 

     Cindy Rudow 

     Joshua Schulta 

8   Gentry Higgins 

     John Sublett 

9   Terry Sherman 

     Paige Steffy 

11 Carrie Doyle 

     Karen Sanson 

13 Ellen Kocins 

15 Betty Jo Bennett 

     Cathy Colman 

     Lucy Hooper 

     Gene Ives 

     Abby Lang 

16 Susan Stevenson 

     Justin Walz 

17 Ariel Bohleen 

     Jack Gordon 

19 Jim Burk 

     Nicky Jewett 

     Grady Milligan 

     Lori Pavel 

20 Bill Van Bezey 

21 Al Dudas 

22 Joan Arscott 

     Liz Field 

     Sandra Willman 

23 Brad Kobsar 

     Miles Robinson 

     Karen Scalzi 

24 Susie Codd 

     Viola Robison (100) 

     Chris Shiber 

     Judy Slinger 

25 Marcus Durrenberger 

     Catherine Godbey (90) 

     Marianne Templeton 

26 Kyle Knapp 

     Carl Ogden 

27 Dianne Anderson 

     Elizabeth Beck 
McDaniel 

28 Brad Judd 

29 Katie Hawk 

     Lori Ratto 

     Katie Riemer 

30 Corin Drake 

     Sam Hoff 

     Kevin Peters 

31 Michael Foster 

     Candice Newburn 

     Greg Warwick  

1  Anne & Don Robertson 

5  Kirsten & Langley Choy 

6  Amy & John Riedel 

8  Cindy & Tony Leonard 

     Andrea Bourgeois 
McWilliams & Dave 
McWilliams 

     Nancy & William Mills 

     Lori & John Pavel 

     Susie & Peter Ruotsi 

14 Jenny & Ron Ormiston 
(53rd) 

20 Dawn Boyd & Patrick 
Davis 

22 JoAnne & Jess Erickson 
(61st) 

     Erin & Rich Lowther 

25 Sherry & Sanjiv More΄ 

26 Dianne & Roger Ehlers 

27 Carrelyn & John Orr 

29 Marilyn & Berry Scott 
(60th) 

31 Susan & Dale Stevenson 
(55th) 
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Worship Schedule 

Traditional Worship, 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Non-Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m., in the Sanctuary 

Child Care for birth-kindergarten is available during the morning services in the 

Children’s Building 
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