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In the past few weeks at various parties and farewell receptions, the people of San
Ramon Valley UMC and I have been hugging each other, and many times one or
the other of us has said, "This is not goodbye." We mean, "This is not the end."
We mean, "I count on seeing you again." And, "I won't forget you." Goodbyes are
hard. So we say, "This is not goodbye." We do not like to say goodbye. But
"goodbye" is the right thing to say, because it does not mean "The End."

A Parsonal Point of View ~

"Goodbye"

The word "goodbye" is from the late 16th century which is the contraction of the old phrase, "God be with you."
"Goodbye" is a word of hope and blessing. We Christians never say "Goodbye" to end the relationship, but to bless. Please
know that Christians cannot end the relationship because sooner or later we will end up in the same place with the Lord in
heaven. When Christians say "Goodbye," it means "God be with you!"—the word of hope and blessing.
Hearing you say "goodbye" reminds me of the blessings I have received from each of you that I appreciate so much. Thank
you all for being a channel of God's blessings to me. Due to the limited space I will just name one of the blessings here.
One blessing I would like to share is that I've learned about my Korean Christian heritage and came to appreciate it. I led a
group of 25 people to visit Korea with me to learn the life and spirituality in Korea along with its Christian history. That was
the first time I visited Korea as an ordained pastor leading a
group. It was a "wow" moment. After that, I joined the Korean Caucus in Cal-Nev Conference to learn how Koreans play
their roles as pastors and Christians. This led me to the Na1
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tional Korean UMC Caucus, and I got elected as the presi2
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Methodist Clergywomen. It also led me to make a voice for
the Asian American and Pacific Islander communities. Now, I
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Like Apostle Paul "constrained by the Spirit" (Acts 20:17-38),
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9
Senior Scoop, Family Ministries
the people of Kona on the Big Island in Hawaii through the
appointment system of the United Methodist Church. This
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conviction has been confirmed also through my husband
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Sung's work transfer to Kona, which is a miracle. He and I are
moving to Kona together at the same time. I feel blessed. I
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trust that, by fully relying on God, you feel blessed as I do in
Have something you’d like included in next month’s
the given situation even though sometimes we don't see this
Messenger? Please submit your articles to: Lisa Jancarik blessing at the time. So, my dear friends, goodbye! God be
with you! Ribbit!
newsletter@srvumc.org by July 15, 2016.

Don’t Miss What’s Inside

- Pastor Sunny
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At the Church Council’s May 24 meeting, the Council approved the Staff Parish Relations Committee’s motion to assign Pastor Luke Ham to the Associate Pastor position that will include those duties formerly held by Pastor Sunny. Pastor Luke will
retain responsibility for the youth of the church during the period of transition as 25% of
his overall duties. The Staff Parish Relations Committee proposes to hire a new person to
become the Director of Youth for our church. It is intended that this person will work less
than full-time, or 30 hours per week, and with Council approval, the SPRC will begin a
search to fill this vacancy.
The minutes of Church Council meetings held on April 19 and May 24, together with committee reports, are posted on the Church website (or, type in http://srvumc.org/get-toknow-us/governance/administrative-board-meeting-minutes-2/).
Council meetings are currently scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each
month. The Council will meet on June 21, and then on July 19. All are welcome to at-

tend.
Shalom,

Terry Sherman

Donations: Who, Where and What?
A Brief Tutorial Making Donations
In order to assure that your donation is correctly posted according to your wishes, it would
be helpful if you could do the following:

WHO: Include your full name on the giving envelope.

We have multiple families with the same last name and,
especially if you're donating cash, it's important to know
which family is making the donation so you are properly credited.

WHERE: Clearly designate where you want the money

to go on the outside of the envelope OR on your check. If your donation isn't designated or in a special envelope, such as a Communion envelope, Endowment envelope, or Christmas or Easter envelopes, it will go to the General Fund. Conversely, if your donation IS in a specially designated envelope such as those mentioned
above, your donation will be applied to that fund.

WHAT: Carefully look over your giving statement as soon as you receive one, and
let Shannon Dever know immediately if you have questions.

We sincerely appreciate ALL your donations and want to ensure that we spend the funds as
you intend.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE:

CELEBRATING 5 YEARS OF HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE IN HAITI VIA THOMAS FOOD PROJECT
Bonjou, Zanmi:
It is so gratifying and exciting to realize that as of this June, Thomas Food Project is turning five! What an amazing journey it
has been to be a part of the birthing and early years of this ministry, and see how far we have come through the love and sacrifices of people thousands of miles away from the mission field in Haiti.
As part of the celebration of our 5-year anniversary, I wanted to share with you some of our accomplishments. We have:
 Equipped six (6) schools with water storage and solar power that fuels a water purifier and a lab with 10 computers (at
each school)
 Delivered and distributed thousands of homemade dresses, school supplies, and personal hygiene products
We are also:
 Serving hot lunches that equate to 10,000 meals per month in two (2) schools
 Installing Bio-Sand filters to improve the water quality in residential homes
Through our mission trips with teams from all over the U.S., the Haiti community
has been touched and the quality of life has been dramatically improved with the
types of services and support people in our country take for granted each day. These
things include basic medical and vision check-ups, faculty training and curriculum
development, and much, much, more.

Still, there is tremendous need, and our work continues. This fall (October) new
teams are forming to tackle some of the projects we are undertaking to expand our
efforts and carry forward the transformative work in the communities where we
have built relationships. Click here to view the Facebook page about the October mission trips. We are rolling out new technology called “Internet in a Box” in
our schools. And we hope to TRIPLE the number of meals served (from 10,000/
mo. to 30,000/mo.) by incorporating a solar oven, which is on our “wish list”. If
you want to be a part of a team, or can help with a donation toward the estimated
$15,000 cost of buying and installing a solar oven, please click here.

A solar oven like the one Thomas Food
Project hopes to buy and install costs
$15,000.

God is good, and we have been abundantly blessed with gifts of time, talents, treasures, and witness from our generous supporters. THANK YOU for extending your
love and reaching beyond our borders to help our neighbors who are so very appreciative.

Ongoing Needs of TFP:

With deepest gratitude for your generosity,









Warren McGuffin
Director of Sustainability
Thomas Food Project
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Toothbrushes and toothpaste
Books on CD
Potholders
Cooking utensils
New socks, all sizes
New underwear, all sizes
Unlocked smart phones and
chargers

Upcoming Mission Opportunities

LOCAL
Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano in Concord on Saturday, July 30, 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. If you want to sign up, contact Lee Rust at chijocol@aol.com or
(925) 820-9047.

Mission Accomplishments...
Habitat For Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley Dedicates Phase I Muir Ridge Homes
On Saturday, June 4, Habitat For Humanity East Bay/Silicon Valley had their dedication of
Muir Ridge Phase I in Martinez. A big thank-you goes to Burt Rodgers for joining with Habitat
For Humanity and other volunteers in helping present the “home hammer" to Andrea, Leonardo, and the entire Pablo-Mejia family. The Pablo-Mejias received the hammer as a reminder of
the “sweat equity”—their own labor—they contributed to the building of this home, now theirs.
They have also assisted in the building of their neighbors’ homes, too. All Habitat for Humanity
clients provide a minimum of 300 hours of work in home construction before moving into their own new residences.
This home in particular was designated as the “All Faiths
Home.” Faith communities from the East Bay/Silicon Valley
sponsored this home with volunteer hours and monetary donations.
A Habitat spokesperson said, “What a beautiful event! We are
so blessed to have partners like San Ramon Valley United
Methodist and appreciate all of your dedication to this project!”
If you are interested in joining in the important work in Muir
Ridge, Phase II of construction is now underway and will complete another ten homes. Contact Burt Rodgers or Habitat
for Humanity EBSV directly.

Fall Kickoff in

Christ Care Book Group

September

Wednesday, July 27, 10
a.m.

Watch for your favorite
Youth activities, ranging
from Cherub Choir to
High School Dinner Out,
to return in the fall!

Meet in the church library to
review and discuss

The Taming of the Queen
by Philippa Gregory.

In the meantime, Sunday School continues
for TK through grade 12 at 9 a.m.
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July Communion Offering
This month, our Communion offering supports two organizations serving the needs of local families for decades.

STAND! For Families Free of Violence
STAND! For Families Free of Violence is a Bay Area organization committed to eliminating family violence. They offer “a complete spectrum of
prevention, intervention and treatment programs.” Specifically, STAND!
provides children’s therapy, childcare and children’s educational programs to
abused children and children impacted by domestic violence. The organization also trains legal and law enforcement personnel, human services professionals, educators and healthcare providers.
STAND! Against Domestic Violence began in the 1970s as a single telephone line in a utility closet in Contra Costa County.
By the 1980s, the dedicated volunteers who staffed it had built their organization into one of the Bay Area’s leading domestic
violence community services. Meanwhile, another organization, Family Stress Center, was expanding its services to include
parenting education, the Latino Family Program and Proud Fathers. The two nonprofit agencies cooperated to share effort
and skills. In 2010, they unified as STAND! For Families Free of Domestic Violence, and today this organization is the sole
provider of comprehensive services for those impacted by domestic violence in the region.

Monument Crisis Center
Based in Concord, Monument Crisis Center offers nutritious food and
other resources to families in Central and Eastern Contra Costa County.
Last year, Monument provided about one million meals to its clients.
Monument began in 2003 with a small group of concerned citizens. Startup
funding came from Safeway Foundation, the Salvation Army, Soroptimist
International of Pleasant Hill and independent donors, while enthusiasm came from area high school students. Today, Monument serves over 4,000 different households per year, and each distribution serves between 80 and 120 families. The group
purchases food from the food bank, but it also receives private food donations.
Monument’s core effort is food distribution, but it is not its only program. Additionally, this organization:


Provides a Youth Enrichment Program, offering after-school tutoring, a teen center and summer camp for school-age
kids.



Hosts a resource fair annually, acquainting visitors with opportunities for employment, health and wellness, and English
language classes available locally.



Provides lunch and bingo through the Senior Moments program, as well as health screenings and some groceries with
this opportunity to socialize for senior citizens.
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Now Check Out Monthly Communion Offering
and Mission Volunteer Totals!
...Online and in the Monthly Newsletter
The Missions Council and the Benevolent Giving Committee sponsors a new monthly feature of the Valley Messenger and
the SRVUMC website. The feature will identify the monthly Mission Projects for which we have contributed labor and material support. Additionally, the amounts and recipients of our monthly and special Communion Offerings are noted.

6

Kindness Matters Corner
To all readers: Where do you think all of these kindness stories come
from? The Internet? Nope! YouTube, newspapers, magazines? Nope! Try
again. You are thinking way too big. Every story is homegrown! Every one
is the story from our SRVUMC family. Each is a kindness given, a kindness received, or a kindness observed in our Tri-Valley area!
You may directly share your stories of kindness to the website in this way:
Send your story to kindness@srvumc.org. Your story will be posted to the
church website within a few days.
This pair of articles relates the experiences of church members and their kindnesses given to others in our community. Stay tuned for the August Messenger edition and a wonderful story of human kindness given to distressed
animals.
Kindness in a Rainstorm

“I was exiting the Home Depot in Concord heading for my pick-up in a very hard downpour, when I noticed a man standing
behind his vehicle holding an 8-foot long sheet of translucent corrugated roofing. He appeared to be trying to figure out
how he was going to get this purchase into his small compact sedan, or tie it on top.
I backed out and pulled alongside, and asked if I might take the sheet of roofing to his home for him. Through the driving
rain, he asked me, “How much would you charge?”
I said, “Oh, no. I’d be glad to put the sheet in the back of my truck and follow you home.”

I got out, and we loaded the roofing into the back of my pick-up and closed the bed lid. I asked him where he lived and he
said Walnut Creek.
“That’s great,” I replied, “Because that’s where I live and I was heading there anyway.”
I don’t know what I would have done if he lived in Antioch or San Jose! He gave me his address, and I told him I’d meet him
there. I found his address easily, and there he was waiting in his car by the entrance to his apartment complex. We unloaded
the roofing, and he thanked me repeatedly. He was standing in the rain waving to me as I drove away, and I imagined he had
seen my, “Kindness Matters,” placard on the back of my truck, and he was thinking, “Wow! Kindness really does matter to
that man!”
Kindness – It Matters. All Ages Are Welcome!

Our friend and congregation member, who is like a father to us, has taught us that kindness has no age limit. While joining
him on our visits to his assisted living home, he is always the gentleman. Not to be impeded by his walker, he kindly holds
the door for his guests, introduces them to other residents, and walks his guests to the front door of the building to thank
them and to say goodbye.
His kindness does not stop with visiting church friends. While sharing a lunch with him at his assisted living home, he carefully perused the room to see who of the regular diners were in attendance. When one of the women was not at her regular
seat, he summoned over a staff person and asked them to check on her. As it turns out, she was not feeling well. As we left
the lunchroom, he stopped to acknowledge and bring a smile to many faces. This gentleman continues to prove our faith
journey lasts a lifetime!
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ADVENTURESOME POTLUCK
A Fellowship pot luck get together the 1st Tuesday of the month followed by a program in Wesley Center. Bring your favorite dish or dessert to share – or just stop at the deli on your way over!
Adventuresome Pot Luck – Tuesday, July 5 @ Noon
Program – Suzanne Stephens will lead a patriotic sing-a-long for all!
Senior Faith Sharing Book Club is on hiatus until the fall. If you have a book you’d like to suggest, please contact Mary
Jane Brusher at 925-968-9102.

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS
Lunch with friends is a home-cooked, sit down meal, served in Wesley Center the 3rd Tuesday of the month. These lunches are just for fun and fellowship, and it’s the best meal you’ll get in this Valley for a suggested $5 donation!
Fellowship Lunch with Friends – Tuesday July 19 @ Noon
Chef John Sanders will serve his famous BBQ ribs with potato salad and his amazing home baked cherry pie with ice
cream!

Meet James Lazarre, Project Manager for Thomas Food Project
(Full interview appears in Thomas Food Project online archives)
James Lazarre is the Project Manager of Thomas Food Project in Archaie, Haiti. He
and his team worked as volunteers for the first three years of the ministry, as TFP
was in the early stages of formation. Since 2014, James and the other staff members
have been on salary. He lives with his wife, Vernique, and newborn son, Jameson,
in the community where he serves. James feels that he is living out his calling to
serve God and others through the work with Thomas Food Project. In doing so, it
is clear that thousands of lives are being touched and changed for the better in Haiti.
Q. (TFP Newsletter): James, can you tell us a little about how you got involved with Warren and Thomas Food

Project in the first place?
A. (JL): It was serendipitous. Warren led a mission team in Haiti to help with building reconstruction after the catastrophe of
the 2010 earthquake. Our school and church had collapsed. Warren and I met here at Thomas, and there was an immediate
connection. Warren saw the kids hungry and decided to feed them while the mission team was here. The rest is history. We
know that kids can’t learn on an empty stomach. So we are now feeding mind and body through TFP.

Q. (TFP Newsletter): In your opinion, what has been the greatest accomplishment of TFP so far?
A. (JL): To those who benefit from the ministry, all of our accomplishments are great! Many of our principals have said that
it is like a dream to have computers with educational software in their schools. We have a better learning environment with

More Interview next page
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Announcement

Sunday School Topics

Sunday School will continue
for grades TK through 12 at
9 a.m. during the summer.

Kindergarten to Grade 5:

Contact Us!
Luke Ham
Youth Pastor (Grades 6 to 12)
lham@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext 108

Stephanie Ham
Children and Family Ministries
(Children through Grade 5)
sham@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext 106

...Interview continued from page 8.

Faith
Bottom Line: The story of Jesus is for everybody.
Bottom Line: The story of Jesus is bigger than every other story.
Bottom Line: The story of Jesus changes how I forgive others.
Bottom Line: The story of Jesus changes how I see my problems.
Bottom Line: The story of Jesus changes how we work together.
Grades 6 to 12:

Fast

…because while our temptation will always be to look for a shortcut or to focus
our attention somewhere that will give us faster results, we run the risk of missing out on some of the best things in life when we don’t work on them over
time.
Session One: The Harvest
Bottom Line: Don’t give up going after God
Session Two: Mind Games
Bottom Line: Right Thinking = Right Living
Session Three: Kill Them with Kindness
Bottom Line: You set the pace of peace

improved lighting, teaching aids and school supplies, solar systems, food, safe drinking water, and water purifiers. Plus, we
offer clothes to thousands of kids and community members. The greatest of all is the friendship and love of our sponsors,
donors, and mission teams.

Q. (TFP Newsletter): What would you say is the most rewarding thing about your work with the people, schools,
and children involved in the ministry?
A. (JL): Being a servant and a bridge to help people with a good heart. Also, it is great to meet and work with the TFP donors and sponsors as they show their love to our people.

Q. (TFP Newsletter): What is your dream for what can be accomplished through TFP in the next year? Next five
years?
A. (JL): Healthier and stronger kids; sustainable school using our gifts by creating microenterprises to generate monies for
the school to continue to educate the kids.
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Among Ourselves
Health Concerns...

Continued Prayers For...

Alex, Rebecca & Tom Byrom’s grandson

All those who continue to
Spencer; Carol Webb Samlive with long-term illness,
ford; Joan Webb; Jeannine
unemployment, life deciWoolery.
sions, and sickness in their
families: Bill Andrew; Lyn
Bristow; Gene Brown; Lenore Cooper; Jeni Evans;
John Evans; Brigitte Greene;
Dick Greeno; Ann Hatfield;
Dave & Lillian Holleman;
Cary Johnson; Johnny Johnston; Del Kennedy; Daphne
Kimbell; Jada Koonce; Alleen Landstrom; Margaret
Matteson; Alex Maddux;
Mary Ogden; Alice Reynolds;
Ethel Ricker; Mike Robinett;
Lillian Scherer; Ann
Schroeder; Pat Shoner; Jean

Jeannine Woolery
Kenny Bennion
Edith Liggett
Cary Johnson
Deanna Clark

Our Christian Sympathy To...

Name Tags
Please contact Shannon Dever in the church office if
you need a new name tag ($7/ea.)

Thanks and Farewell
Jacque and Steve Foster would like to thank everyone at
SRVUMC for the sendoff on May 28. We are so appreciative of our church family for the last 25 years and we will
have a difficult time finding another that can measure up to
SRVUMC. Everyone here has set the bar high. Manteca is a
start of a new chapter in our lives.
One more thank you to the prayer group for their continued
prayers for our son Michael. This last week he got great
news regarding baby Audra (age 2) that he has cared for
since she was 3 months old as a foster child in the Arizona
Child Protective Services system. The court is moving forward with parental severance and adoption!!! YAY, finally.
Michael, big brother Hakan and baby Audra deserve to put
this behind them and build a family future together. Thanks
again for your prayers.

10

Yes, it’s the July celebrations again. We’re going to try running them in the month in
which they occur.

July Celebrations
Birthdays
2 Sarah Garnick
Lisa Glover
3 Kevin Campbell
4 Don Field
5 John Nelson
6 Xan Alexander

Kellie McFarland

Diane Barley

26 Ryan Leontini

Sherrie Weis

Marilyn Scott

Bill Sabin

Katie Wolfram

20 Lauren Alfrey

13 Devon Drake

Ann Barnes (101!!)

Fern Hibdon
14 Amy Riedel

Corinne Warnock
27 Cherrie Anderson

Esi Impraim

Susan Donatelli

John Marshall

Dan Duggan

Michael Dandridge

Kim Soderlund

Sandra McFarland

Darlene Greeno

Susan Hinzie

Robert Winter

Ben Ten Elshof

Malia Malin

Stephanie Ricker Schmalz
7 Brenda Domergue

15 Marilyn Christian

21 Christine Duggan

Valerie Miller

Karen Garnick

Carol Fhlug

Emily Lucente

Gloria Holleman

Harry Hanover

Fred Toney

Bob Lambert

Ginger McGuffin

Janet Steffy

8 Billy Andrew

Donna Paula-Willis

Bill Rust

Brian Stocking

9 Graydon Bazell

Briggs Wood

Mary Roush (92)

10 Shannon Dever
Ryan Dunn

16 Vlad Balyuk

22 Beth McKnight

Jerry Ricker
28 Tony Pelletier

29 Joseph Saghafi

30 Karen Dudas

Melissa Stroin

Shirley Slater

Stacey Judd

17 Nancy Alexander

Larry Stone

Mark Miller

Vin Hirsch

Allison Lowe

23 Judy Benedict

Kathy Kennedy

Steve McAdams

Pam Lewey

Joan Ross

Caroline Walsh

Mitch Nicco

Gail Soldavini

11 Ross Rudow

18 Matthew Hickson

Kathy Sheppard

Greg Willis

Meghan Flanagan

Marti Starnes

Kelley Shaw

Teri Voegtle

Vera Knowles

12 Linda Ashcraft

Jeff Schroeder
31 Ed Bader

Georgia Wilkens
24 Whitney Tiedemann

19 Judy Baker

25 Willy Adam

Wedding Anniversaries
2 Bonnie & Brian Roberts

Pam & Alan Christian

5 Carol & John Sayers (53rd)

Jane & John VanderWerf

Rebecca & Roger TenElshof

6 Kathleen & Kevin Isbell

9 Debbie & John Hammond

Judy & Randy Slinger

Linda & Curtis Jimerson

7 Teresa Fimby-Christensen 12 Kerry & Scott Davis
& Randy Christensen
16 Trudy & Larry Pasquale
8 Kelly & Erik Benjamson

18 Sunny & Sung Ahn

Iantuano
22 Jennifer & Don Andres

20 Katy & Gregg Mannell

23 Marianne & Bruce Templeton

21 Liz & David Bayat

31 Liz & Ron Cooper

Nancy & John Harrison
Alice Anthony & Alex
11

Marci & Kelly Milligan

