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A Parsonal Point of View ~

A Note of Thanks

We are all familiar with the old adage that “Nothing is as certain as change.” The truth of this statement is, once again,
evident in the transition that we are presently undergoing as a congregation. As you are aware, Luke and Stephanie are
moving toward the conclusion of their ministry here at SRVUMC and are beginning to prepare for an exciting new chapter
in their lives as Luke assumes the responsibility of being the pastor of the Church of the Wayfarer in Carmel.
In light of this looming transition, I wanted to take a moment to thank both of them for their ministry with us. It was
approximately six years ago that Luke and I had our first conversation about the possibility of serving as our Director of
Youth Ministries. That initial conversation led to additional conversations and, of course, his choice to accept our invitation
to lead our youth program. It’s surprising to me just how quickly those six years have come and gone.
During that time, Luke has done a wonderful job of developing and growing our youth program. Over that span of time, he
has become an important presence in the lives of many of our
young people and their families. They have shared a rich and
meaningful time together. Along the way, we welcomed
Stephanie as the Director of Children’s Ministries and she, in
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turn, has shared her creative energy and her love for children
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for the greater good of our children and our church. Her
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creative touch can be seen in her attention to detail with our
Sunday School and VBS programs, the newly emerging
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ministry of the Tot Spot, and a supportive working
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relationship with our preschool.
6
Ahmad Zai Update, June Communion
Over the last year, Luke, of course, shifted the area of his
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focus from Youth Ministry to the new role of Associate
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Pastor—a shift that, I believe, has been made remarkably well.
I have enjoyed sharing the opportunity that we have had to
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talk about worship ideas and plan sermons together. I think
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that you will agree with me when I say that our congregation is
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much the richer for having his perspective and approach in the
mix of our worship experience. Luke has also championed the
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cause of our Small Group Ministry and shared his passion for
Have something you’d like included in next month’s
Bible study in various settings—in addition to his other
Messenger? Please submit your articles to: Lisa Jancarik responsibilities.
newsletter@srvumc.org by June 15, 2017.
It is, then, with all of this in mind, that I want to offer my
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thanks and gratitude to Luke and to Stephanie for sharing their lives, their energy and their
faith convictions with us over the past six years. Through it all, they have grown in many
ways and so, of course, have we. As Luke prepares to preach his last sermon with us on
Sunday, June 18, I want to wish him all the best in the new chapter of ministry that stretches
before him. I believe that you, as a congregation, have played an instrumental role in Luke’s
growth as a pastor and, as a result, have prepared him well for his next appointment.
Our thoughts and our prayers are with Luke, Stephanie and Caleb as they take their leave
from our family of faith and become a part of a new family of faith—one that will benefit
from Luke’s leadership and the energy and vitality that they, as a family, will bring to their
congregation.
Grace & Peace,
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Bishop Minerva Carcaῆo, in consultation with our District Superintendent, Staci Current
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Rev. McNeal brings to us a rich background of service in a variety of settings and ministries.
After earning her Master’s Degree in Social Welfare in 1976, Lorraine began her
professional career in social work. After graduating with her Masters of Divinity degree
from Pacific School of Religion in 1985, she was appointed to serve the United Methodist
Church in Round Valley that same year.
Her career since that time has led her to serve in both in small church settings and in large
ones as well. She has served our conference and our churches with a great passion for
preaching and a deep love for learning. When asked what her great passion in ministry is,
she replied without hesitation, “adult spiritual formation.” Lorraine believes that the renewal
of any church begins with the invitation to grow in one’s personal understanding of faith
and the life that it calls for us to live.
Lorraine, you will soon discover, is very personable. She is quick to smile and laugh and has
a special love for Gary Larson’s “Far Side” cartoons. Without question, she will bring an
exciting blend of interest, energy and engagement to her ministry here at San Ramon Valley
UMC. We will welcome Rev. Lorraine McNeal as our new Associate Pastor on Sunday, July
2.

Kathleen Saghafi (ext 110)
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Bid Farewell to Luke, Stephanie and Caleb Ham
Church Courtyard, Sunday, June 18 at Noon
Plan to be in church on June 18, as Luke preaches his last sermon at SRVUMC, and we have an opportunity to say thank you
and farewell to Luke, Stephanie and Caleb. There will be a BBQ lunch in the courtyard. Please bring potluck side dishes.
Meat, bread, beverages and cake will be provided. Donations to cover the meal cost will be gratefully accepted.
If you would like to contribute to a farewell monetary gift for Luke and Stephanie, please send your check to the church
office, c/o Shannon Dever, made payable to SRVUMC and indicate it is for the Ham gift. Checks should be received by

June 15.

Would you like to help with this event?
Please contact Susan Doran at susan.doran@tweglobal.com or (925) 519-1848 to volunteer.

We did it!
Thank you!

From UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Rummage Sale Report

This year we appreciated a total of 89 volunteers from our SRVUMC community, 79 adults and
ten youth, working over a total of six days toward our annual event. It was a great expression of
dedication and fellowship for all.
We offered free shopping to several charities with three groups coming to shop: the Thomas Haiti Project, Trinity Center,
and our refugee family. In addition, we loaded a 20-foot covered truck stuffed to the brim with sale leftovers which was given
to Teen Challenge of Concord for their thrift store.
The number of donations of goods was way up this year with many folks giving their special gently used treasures to create a
quality selection of merchandise.
Did You Know?
The grand total of cash profit was $7,663.50. This money will be divided as before
The annual rummage sale supports with 50% to UMW and their projects, 25% to SRVUMC Youth Program (in
these and other great causes.
gratitude for their set-up and take-down help), and 25% to SRVUMC Benevolent
Giving Committee for their selected charities. Many, many charities received some
benefit!
Congratulations to all who helped to make this a successful and sharing project!
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ARC Volunteers as Assistant
Managers Still Needed!

Email jimanneburk@sbcglobal.net
Or call (925) 946-1192

Over the last two years, we have recruited volunteer Assistant
Managers for two reasons. First, we wish to have staff on site
during the entire time the ARC is open so as to watch over the
facility and to assist those people and organizations who are
using the gymnasium. The ARC, as approved by the County, is
allowed to be open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Monday
thru Friday; and 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Saturday; and from
12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. on Sunday. Whether we will be able to
consistently fill the ARC with recreational activity during these
92 hours will be tested in the days and months ahead.
Second, if we are able to successfully recruit volunteers from
our congregation to fill these important staff positions, then we can save significant expense dollars and facilitate our desire
to have the ARC cover our expenses each week, month, and annually. It also gives us the opportunity to prove that we can
cover our expenses and run a recreational operation on a financially sound, nonprofit basis.
Our objective is to recruit enough personnel such that the challenge to cover this large number of hours is not a burden to
any one of our volunteers. We currently have a roster of twelve men and women who are excited about helping to provide
coverage. However, we still could use additional people who are truly interested in helping us with this objective, and for
which the physical challenge of these positions is well within their capabilities. Also when you factor in the personal
situations that can arise such as temporary illness, or the desire to take vacations, you can potentially never have enough staff
coverage.
Thus, we continue to seek persons within the congregation who have the inclination and desire to add to our staffing
numbers. If this ministry is attractive to you, please contact me directly so that we might discuss your interest and passion
about filling the perceived needs. You may e-mail me at jimanneburk@sbcglobal.net or call me at (925) 946-1192. Thank
you, in advance, for your consideration.

Jim Burk
Volunteer ARC Director

ARC Update

MISSING
From Rummage Sale

Please stay tuned for updates about the opening of the
ARC. The ARC will provide a healthy fun and safe
environment for the children, families, and all people of our
community to experience sports and exercise while
exploring a deeper commitment to character, values, and
principles. Join us for:






Unique Rolling Wagon/Cart
During the Rummage Sale, Debbie and John Hammond
generously loaned a black, rolling, tubular construction
wagon/cart for use in ferrying goods from the parking lot
into and out of the Wesley Center. The cart has gone
missing.

A game of basketball, pickleball, or badminton
Yin Yoga or Gentle Flow Yoga
Stretching for Seniors
Children’s League Sports
Recreational Ministries and much more!

The cart is used for Debbie’s work with Seniors and is
sorely needed. It is a unique item that was recently
refurbished and not easily replaced.
If you have ANY knowledge of the cart’s whereabouts or
when you could have seen it last, please phone the
Hammonds (925) 820-2054 or the church office. Thank
you.

If you have questions about operations or ARC activities,
then please contact Jim Burk at
jimanneburk@sbcglobal.net. If you have questions about
ARC marketing, then please contact Liz Bayat at
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Upcoming Mission Opportunities

LOCAL
California Mission Project: We will again travel to Weed, California (near Mt. Shasta) to help rebuild from the 2014 Boles
Fire for the second year in a row. The project has been successful with only three Habitat for Humanity homes left to
complete. We will carpool to the area on Sunday, August 20, work on the project, and travel back late Thursday, August
24. Check our website or contact Larry Pasquale, 640-8799, larry_pasquale@hotmail.com
College is Real (CIR) provides education, motivation, resources and support to low-income, minority (predominantly
Latino) students from Richmond High who demonstrate academic potential, have college aspirations, and who typically will
be the first in their families to attend college.
One of CIR’s key success factors and one of the special benefits it offers to its students is the mentoring program. Mentors
meet in person and via the web with their mentees. Mentors provide encouragement, accountability, perspective and
guidance through the high school academic and college application and selection process. Contact Liz
Bayat, lbayat@aol.com if you would like more information or are interested in becoming a mentor.
Contra Costa and Solano County Food Bank – Our next scheduled date to sort and box food at their facility is Saturday,
July 1, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Another is scheduled for the same time slot on Saturday, September 23. Contact Lee
Rust at chijocol@aol.com or at 925-820-9047 for more information.
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Ahmad Zai Update
I wanted to provide an update on our family, the Ahmad Zai family. You may recall they arrived in the States from
Afghanistan several months ago. Sana and Shazi have five little boys ages 19 months up to 9 years old. I am happy to report
they are settled in a home in Antioch which has been completely furnished, thanks to all the generous donations.
Sana has recently found a part-time job, hoping to find additional hours of work, and each of the boys is happily enrolled in
school. Sana hopes to find a job which will offer more of a career path and would like to attend additional college courses.
I want to thank the Methodist Church Circuit, and several other church communities who have been very involved in
assisting with the beautification of their home and yard, resumé writing and job searches. An amazing group of people drive
to and from Antioch several times a week to teach the family English and offer to carpool home from school on those days.
I will be back with additional updates as we move into summer. If anyone has employment opportunities for Sana (he is
college-educated but open to working options) or would be interested in teaching English to the family over the summer
please let me know. Or, if you would like to assist in recreational or art activities for the kids over the summer this would also
be welcome. Thanks, Liz lbayat@aol.com

June Communion Offering
Rebuilding Weed, CA
Back in 2014, the Boles Fire which ripped through the Siskiyou County
area, including Weed, CA made headlines. This fast-moving fire forced a
few thousand Weed residents — essentially the entire town — to evacuate
their homes. Some had only minutes to grab a few belongings. Fanned by
high winds, the fires damaged or destroyed 150 structures, including 100
homes, the saw mill and the Holy Family Catholic Church.
You might remember that our church was also involved in the Weed
mission in midsummer. Volunteers also came from our Lynwood UMC
and Asbury UMC neighbors.
The June Communion Offering supports the large number of rebuilding
projects still needed in the region. Assistance to Weed, CA, came to San
Ramon Valley UMC’s attention because it is a UMVIM project supported by the United Methodist Church. Last year, funds
raised with the June Offering bought building supplies purchased from local merchants. The money also allowed the rental
of some power equipment, also handled in the Weed area through a local business.

UMC General Conference Africa University Fund
Nearly thirty years ago, the United Methodist Church voted overwhelmingly to support the development of a private
university for the young men and women of Africa. Although physically located in Zimbabwe, the private university boasts
an enrollment of students from 26 African countries (as of April 2016).

These students study a variety of disciplines geared toward a robust future for a continent which will be home of about one
fifth of the world’s population. Some fields of study include sustainable agriculture, disease prevention, social sciences and
humanities. The Africa University Institute of Peace, Leadership and Governance offers postgraduate diplomas and master’s
degree programs.
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It’s that time of year again! School’s almost out, plane tickets
are being bought, reservations are being made—the open
road calls! And when you head off to rest, relaxation,
travel—all those things that make summer what we love and
wait for, you need a few good books to tuck in your satchel!
Here are some winners, chosen just for you…

the end.

Picoult, Jodi. Small Great Things.
Picoult has written a series of best-sellers
based on moral dilemmas that make you
think, despair, and sometimes triumph.
This book is told from the viewpoint of
Bush, George W. Portraits of
three people: the African American nurse
Courage; a Commander in Chief’s
who is forbidden to touch a white baby,
Tribute to America’s Warriors.
the baby’s white supremacist father, and
George Bush took up oil painting when
the young, white woman attorney assigned
he left the presidency and has produced to the defense in the resulting court case. Current legal
a book unlike any other presidential
feeling is that race should not be the issue because justice is
effort. Here are 98 portraits of
color-blind. But is it? Ms. Picoult has done it again in this
American military men and women who riveting and memorable story.
have suffered unimaginable setbacks
and have managed to overcome them
with grace and pure grit. Bush accompanies each portrait
with the subject’s story. A humbling and inspiring book.
Many thanks to Nancy Reynolds.

In the little world in which children have their existence,
whosoever brings them up, there is nothing so finely
perceived and so finely felt, as injustice.

High, Jeff. More Things in Heaven and
Earth. Did you love the Irish Country
Doctor books, or the Jan Karon books?
Here is another group of characters to
love…meet Luke Bradford and friends. He
is a new young doctor who dreams of a
career in medical research and instead finds
himself in tiny Watervalley, Tennessee,
paying off student debts and wishing
himself almost anywhere else. As he meets the local sheriff,
his enigmatic housekeeper, and other local folk, things begin
to change. Avid readers who’ve checked out this warm new
trilogy give it a solid thumbs up! We now own all three and
they are marked volume 1, 2 and 3! Many thanks to Janet
Steffy for alerting us to this charming new series!

—Charles Dickens, 1812-1870
(in Great Expectations)

Jenoff, Pam. The Orphan’s Tale.
Circuses were wildly popular in pre-war
Germany; some were German, others were
heavily Jewish. With the coming of WWII,
times were harder for everyone. Based on
fact, Pam Jenoff has created a gripping
story of a German circus who risked
everything by hiding a Jewish woman and
baby, and created an unlikely and
unbreakable friendship that endured until

Don’t Forget!
You might still have a library book. If
you’ve finished one, please make an effort
to return it before you start your summer
travels.
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VISIT TO THE OAKLAND MUSEUM OF ART—Wednesday, May 31, 10:15 church parking lot
BART or drive with friends. $9 group rate

POT LUCK & PRESENTATION —Tuesday, June 6, Noon, Wesley Center
Launching “The Village Movement” in our Tri-Valley area. Originally established as a group to help Seniors “Age in
Place” (at home), it has since grown into a neighborhood network gathering helpful information for Seniors in their own
community. Bring a dish to share, or stop at the deli or bakery, or just drop in. We always have plenty of food, and your
company is what really matters!
TRAIN TRIP TO SACRAMENTO TO SEE OUR ASSEMBLY IN ACTION— Tuesday, June 13, 8:35 a.m. at the
Martinez Train Station
Take the Train to Sacramento, meet with our very own Catherin Baker, and see the Assembly in session. Lunch after at
the Capital Cafeteria. Catherine may be able to join us for lunch.
Contact Jerry Ricker at 925-932-2589 or email him at jerryricker@astound.net for train tickets, there will be a sign-up
sheet at luncheons.

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS—Tuesday, June 20, Noon, Wesley Center
Restaurant style THANK YOU Lunch for our 55+ volunteers—so often the backbone of our church!!
Chef John Sanders will prepare his homemade fish‘n’chips—come for all the fixin’s and enjoy the best meal in the Valley
for $5!!

Christ Care Book Group

Afternoon Book Group

10 a.m., Church Library

Monday, 1 p.m.

Rm. 202, Wesley Center
June 28—A Piece of the World by
Christina Baker Kline

Monday, June 19—The Orphan
Master’s Son by Adam Johnson (Nancy
leading)

July 26—Everything I Never Told
You by Celeste Ng

Monday July 17—Hillbilly Elegy: A

Memoir of a Family and Culture in
Crisis by J.D. Vance (Debbie leading)
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Sunday School

Creativity
WEEK 1
Bottom Line: God made everything.
WEEK 2
Bottom Line: God made you.

VBS Camp
2017
July 10-13 from 9-11:30 a.m.
Please contact Stephanie Ham or
Kathleen Saghafi with any questions.

WEEK 3
Bottom Line: God made you to
imagine.

Youth Worship Series:
Limitless
Speed limits. Data limits. Time limits.
Age limits. There’s nothing fun about
having limits set between us and what
we want. And although some limits are
good, most of the time it just feels like
we’d be better off without them. Many
of us feel like our lives, our stories, and
our futures are limited in one way or
another—like who we are and who we
can become have limits.
This was especially true for one of the
earliest and most famous guys in the
Bible, Moses. Because of who he was,
where he came from, and what he did,
Moses must have felt like his potential
was limited. But God had other plans.
And through Moses’ story we’ll
discover that when we allow God to
direct our story, the possibilities are
limitless.

WEEK 4
Bottom Line: God made you to
know Him.

Every Sunday
9 a.m. Traditional Worship
Sunday school meets
K to Grade 5: Lamm Hall

Calendar

Grades 6 to 12: Room 202

6/7 — Nerf War/Messy Games
Night (Last youth group until fall)
6/11 — Youth (Grad) Sunday
6/16-17 — 30-Hour Famine
6/26-30 — Houseboats on Lake
Englebright, $300/person, register
by 6/19

10:30 a.m. Nontraditional Worship
Confirmation meets in room 201 until
11:45 a.m.

Childcare for all ages in children’s
building, downstairs, either service.
Contact Us!

7/16-22 — Gleanings for the
Hungry in Dinuba, CA, 24 spots,
$225/person, register by 7/9

Stephanie Ham

7/30-8/5 — SSP in San Diego, CA,
19 spots, $365/person, register by
7/23

sham@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext 106

Children and Family Ministries
(Children through Grade 5)

Tawfick Fayed
Youth Director
tfayed@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext.109

Music

Weekly Programming
Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6 to 8) On Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m.
High School Youth Group (Grades 9 to 12) On Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
High School Dinner Night Out (1st and 3rd Sundays) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
See our weekly email newsletters for locations
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Children’s and youth music will take a
break for summer. We will resume
rehearsals after Sunday, September
10. We would like to thank Beth and
Teri for their handiwork and
dedication leading our children and
youth choirs this year.

Among Ourselves
Health Concerns...

Continued Prayers For...

Steve Garnick

All those who continue to
Webb Samford; Joan Webb;
live with long-term illness,
Jeannine Woolery.
unemployment, life
decisions, and sickness in
their families: Bill Andrew;
Gene Brown; Lenore
Cooper; Jeni Evans; John
Evans; Brigitte Greene; Dick
Greeno; Ann Hatfield; Dave
& Lillian Holleman; Cary
Johnson; Johnny Johnston;
Daphne Kimbell; Jada
Koonce; Alleen Landstrom;
Edith Liggett; Margaret
Matteson; Alex Maddux;
Mary Ogden; Lea Patteson;
Mike Robinett; Lillian
Scherer; Ann Schroeder; Pat
Shoner; Jean Spencer; Carol

Barb McWilliams
Jane Knox
Gene Brown
Millie Loper
Jada Koonce

Lea Patteson
Edith Liggett

Our Christian Sympathy to...
Cindy Leonard and family on the death of her mother,
Helen Grabel, on May 11. A memorial service will be held
in our sanctuary on June 17 at 2:00 p.m.

Name Tags
Please contact Shannon Dever in the church office if
you need a new name tag ($7/ea.)

Thank You...
Dear friends,
Your cards, phone calls, flowers, and meals were a
wonderful gift to me, both at the hospital and after I came
home. I am so grateful to be part of this loving church
family.
Blessings,
Kay Jones

I do want to say a big THANK YOU to my dear church
friends who so kindly “showered” me with cards during my
recent illness. I was so touched, and so appreciative of the
love and caring expressed by so many of you. My heartfelt
thanks to you all, as your support made such a difference to
me. — Jane Knox
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June Celebrations
Birthdays
1 Anna Dunn
John Hammond
Marty Osborn

Steve Newburn

Elli Rigolfi

Lori Tiedemann

17 Kaylee Bain

9 Susie Barton

Jo Anne Erickson

26 Dot Ives

2 Jane VanderWerf

Mike Dominici

Kate Reed

27Tom Mullican

4 Mike Brady

Wolf Meier

Leah Schroeder

28 Jessica Brown

Nick Brown
5 Genevieve DeWalt
Keegan Dimler
Nader Sagafi
6 José Altamirano
ClaudeC Johannessen
John Stienstra

7 Tom Byrom
Glenda Chang
8 Linn Coombs

11 Evan Cerda

18 Rudy Ceragioli

Jeff Lang

Erin Lowther

Trice Rainer

19 Sharon Greene

12 Sylvia Corson

Grayson Metcalf

Cara Mucklow
29 Jess Erickson
Corinne Warnock
30 Debra Brady

13 Nadia Blank-Koliha

21 Mary Ellen Brown

Sara Rossini

14 Grace Soderlund

22 Jennifer Helms

John Schnittker

Brian Steffy

23 Lea Hickman

Jerry Slater

15 Sierra Pearson

Lee Rust

16 Nancy Mills

Liz Walz

24 Amy Parnes

Mary Ogden

25 Cindy Leonard

Wedding Anniversaries
1 Joan & Allan Ross
3 Suzanne & Ray Shea

10 Louise & Harry Hanover
(67th)

Kim Risedorph & Steve
4 Norma Jean & Jim Bunker
Elliott
5 Deb & Phil Bandy
Marti & Robert Starnes
Ellen & James Kocins
11 Lori & Dave Ratto
Myla & Christopher
12 Sandy & Bill Gsand (52nd)
Niederauer
Joanne & Harry Knapp
6 Carrie & Jeff Doyle
Linda & Larry Stone
Cindy & Rob Rudow
(52nd)
7 Janelle & Dan Hawkley
13 Lisa & Jim Laird
Vera & Bob Knowles
Carol & Joe Samford
(54th)
14 Debbie & Mike Kelly
9 Peggy & Horace Crawford
(55th)
15 Linda Ashcraft & Richard
Hudak
ClaudeC & Richard
Johannessen (55th)
Marilyn & Julien Hansen
(60th)
Victoria & Greg
Longstreet
Jan & Doug Rohde

16 Sally & Bill Andrew
Teresa & Steve Marohn
Barb & Dean McWilliams
(55th)

Pam & Brian Uitti
17 Karen & Tony Stepper
(50th)
18 Diane & Bill Barley (57th)
Glenda & Wai Chang
Cherie & Bob
Charbonneau
Donna Paula-Willis & Dan
Willis
19 Linn & Dave Coombs
(50th)
21 Judy & Gene Benedict
Marge & Steve Wood
22 Sally & Jerry
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Christopherson (60th)
Linda & Mark DewHiersoux
Susie & Bill Steele (54th)

23 Jan & Frank Baldwin (61st)
Anita Ho & Henry Moon
24 Mary Ellen & Robert
Brown (55th)
Marla & Bob Schleicher
26Rosanne & Michael Ogles
(52nd)
Jane & Steve Roath (52nd)
27 Liz & Don Field
Joan & David Pierce
29 Lavonne & Howard
Rodean

