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NOVEMBER 2017
A Parsonal Point of View ~

Out of the Ashes

As I write this, the evacuees from the North Bay fires are slowly returning to their homes—or, at least, the places where their
homes once stood. Over the past few days, we have witnessed the incredibly destructive force of fire at work and the damage
that it can create with the assistance of the wind. At last count, over 6,700 homes/structures have been destroyed and at least
41 lives have been lost. Any real damage assessment, of course, must go far beyond these tangibles to also include the intangibles of emotional trauma, economic loss, and the feelings of hopelessness and despair. The tragic sense of loss that many in
the North Bay are experiencing is one that will not be easily overcome. The road to recovery is going to be a long one.
In my message this past Sunday, I referenced the wisdom of Arthur Ashe, the brilliant tennis star and great humanitarian. In
times when the situation feels overwhelming and the feeling of hopelessness and helplessness creeps in, Ashe advised that we
ground ourselves in three simple steps:
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Start where you are.
Use what you have.
Do what you can.
This is, I believe, helpful advice as it provides us with the traction that comes when we don’t try to do too much all at once,
but we do what we can in ways that can be sustained over the
long haul. If there is one thing that is obvious about this current challenge, it is that this will not be a short-term effort but
one that takes place over the long haul. While it is understandable that our first inclination is to want to “do something!” to
respond to this need, there is wisdom in addressing both the
needs of the short term and the long haul.

With this understanding in mind, I want you to know that we,
as a congregation, are currently gearing up to do just that. As
15
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many of you are aware, we took our first step in response to
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this tragedy by holding an organization meeting this past SunHave something you’d like included in next month’s
day. Stuart Kirby led that meeting and listened carefully to the
Messenger? Please submit your articles to: Lisa Jancarik ideas and concerns of those who attended. We now have a fire
response contact list of approximately two dozen people. If you
newsletter@srvumc.org by November 15, 2017.
would like to have your name on this list, please email the
church office, and we will make sure that you are included in
14

Among Ourselves

SRVUMC
902 Danville Blvd
Alamo, CA 94507
Office Hours:
8:30 a.m.-12, 1-4:30 p.m.
Phone
(925) 837-5243
Fax
(925) 837-7263
Web site
www.srvumc.org
Ministers
EVERYONE
Lead Pastor
Ron Dunn (ext. 107)
Associate Pastor
Lorraine McNeal (ext. 108)
Youth Director
Jamere Crawford (ext 109)
Director of Children’s
Ministries
Linda Roy (ext 106)
Office Administrator,
Membership,
Accounts Receivable
Shannon Dever (ext 105)
Finance Administrator
Accounts Payable
Coreen Janes (ext 104)
Facilities & Purchasing
Manager
Marilyn Clarke (ext 102)
Music Director
Bruce Koliha
Organist
Nadia Blank-Koliha
U.M. Preschool Director
Paulette Ove (ext 113)
Communications Director
Linda Green
Director Membership &
Mission
Kathleen Saghafi (ext 110)
Messenger Editor
Lisa Jancarik
newsletter@srvumc.org

the email updates. Given the very fluid nature of what is needed and what is not, we will
tailor our efforts to reflect what is being requested from those who have specific needs. Beyond this organizational first step we are planning the following:
•

•

Sunday, October 29—We will collect nonperishable food items (fruit cups, granola
bars, pudding cups, canned goods) that can be used by both displaced families and
volunteer workers over the next several weeks. Bring your food items to worship and
share them as a part of your offering.
Sunday, November 5—Our Communion Offering has been designated for fire relief
in the North Bay. You may bring gift cards (no more than $50 each) or write a check to
support the recovery effort. Your checks can be made out to SRVUMC and desig-

nated for North Bay Fire Recovery.
•

We are currently organizing volunteer Response Teams that will be called upon to
respond to a wide variety of needs and situations that develop. It is impossible, of
course, to anticipate every need that will arise, but this approach will allow us to be
ready to move when the call comes in. At this point, we have been informed that this
team approach is what is most needed. The prospect of dealing with individual volunteers is one that coordinators are trying to avoid, as it can be rather chaotic.

•

A separate opportunity is to be trained and certified as a United Methodist Volunteer in Mission (UMVIM) “Early Responder.” A training event is being planned to
take place on Saturday, November 18 in the Bay Area. The specific location for this
training event has yet to be confirmed.

As we move forward in our response to the devastation of the fires, I want to offer a special
word of thanks to Stuart Kirby, Paul Kuelz and the Mission Committee as they work to
make sure that our efforts are of help and not a hindrance. As you can imagine, this situation is very fluid as needs and requests for assistance change not only day by day, but hour
by hour. We will do our best to stay on top of this and provide the direction that is needed.
If you have specific questions, please contact Paul Kuelz.
In the meantime, let us take Arthur Ashe’s advice to heart. Let us start where we are, use
what we have, and do what we can. If we do that, I have no doubt that we will discover that
by the grace of God, it will be more than enough.
Grace & Peace,

Ron
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Church Council Meeting Takeaways
November 17, 2017

Tot Spot Rental for Iron Horse Moms Reviewed; Planning Underway for Mission
Response to Area Wildfires
Board of Trustees: A motion was made to the Church
Council to maintain a current Tot Spot rental rate of $20/
session to the Iron Horse Moms club as an outreach to
young families. When they rent the space, the moms informally chat while their children play with the available toys.
Kathleen Saghafi and Laura Roy hope to build interest in
Family Ministries here at SRVUMC with this arrangement.
The standard non-member/nonprofit rate for rental of the
space is $50 for other groups, and it has been observed that
$20/session does not cover the cost of maintaining and
cleaning the space. However, Iron Horse Moms have told
Kathleen and Laura that they will not rent the space if
charged $50. After extended discussion about outreach efforts, a vote of 8-2 approved continuation of the $20/session
rate for one year.

approved for 2018 (Editor’s note: this event occurred Oc-

tober 29 and all members were welcome).
SPRC: Progress made on hiring the ARC Director of Recreational Ministry with a narrowed field of candidates under
consideration. Council approved salary for this 25 hr/wk position at $28K-$40K, no benefits.

Mission: Paul Kuelz reports this year’s Mission Sunday resulted in two playhouses built for military families in Travis,
CA through Habitat for Humanity and 15,000 meals packed
for Rise Against Hunger. See page 6 of this newsletter for

photos.

Plans for our church’s mission response to the area wildfires
are under development. Stuart Kirby led an October 15
meeting of thirty-plus attendees to discuss suggestions. Paul
pointed out at the meeting that the wildfire needs are very
Stewardship: The 2017 stewardship campaign begins in
three weeks with a theme of service and compassion. Harry fluid, with lists of requested donation items changing almost
Knapp reported that a 6% increase over last year is the cur- hourly and many centers no longer accepting donations at all
rent goal. Last year’s stewardship campaign resulted in rough- as people return to their properties. See Ron’s Pastoral
ly 230 pledges. Pledges fulfill a substantial portion of the an- POV this month (page 1) for more.
nual budget, but our church will not have the benefit of all of
last year’s pledges being renewed.
Help Your Church Endowment Fund with A
Gift That Will Not Affect Your Cash Flow

Finance Committee: September total income was $24K
favorable to plan. Pledges/Giving was also YTD $44K; however, for the month of September, pledges were $15K unfavorable. Other Income has an unfavorable balance YTD
$20K. If the favorable balance from Pledges/Giving can remain above $35K, then the Church Council Reserve Fund
will not be needed to balance the budget. Overall, the net
surplus through September places the church in a good financial position to begin the last quarter of 2017.

Gifts of appreciated assets such as securities or real estate are an excellent way for you to help your church, and
yourself at the same time. These gifts provide the following tax benefits for you:

1. Generate an immediate income tax deduction and tax
savings
2. Avoid federal and state capital gains taxes
Avoid the tax on net investment income

In other news, Rhonda Poole explained that the church has
moved from credit cards to debit cards for improved security.
Prepaid cards allow closer monitoring of expenses and do not
require personal liability for the user.
Nominations and Leadership: Re-nominations are planned
for current Church Council members to remain in their current positions. Nominations will be presented at the coming
All-Church Conference, when church members will vote on
the slate of committee members. Pastor salaries will also be
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Check out what’s happening at the ARC!
Visit the website at
www.theARCenter.com.
Zumba® Fitness with Michelle Allum
Join Us for All-New Zumba at the ARC!
Drop-in Thursdays, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
$10 per class—Buy 10 classes and get the 11th class FREE!

Zumba is a fun, energetic dance fitness program performed to Latin and international music. It combines Latin-based dance moves from salsa, meringue, reggae-ton, soca, samba
and others into choreographed, one-hour classes. Zumba routines include interval training
and resistance training, adding fitness moves such as squats, lunges and stretches as well.
You will burn between 350 and 650 calories in an hour of Zumba, depending on how hard
you work. Aerobic exercise reduces health risks, keeps excess pounds at bay, strengthens
your heart and boosts your mood. Give it a try, and experience the many benefits of aerobic exercise!

•

One-series cost: $84; Two-series cost: $144...or drop in! $15
at the door.

Learn classic yoga postures
• Build strength
• Gain greater flexibility, balance and body awareness
• Relieve stress and have fun!
• Explore the balance between effort and relaxation
• Combine the strength and focus of held postures with
the serenity and release of breath-directed movement

Contact Annetta to sign up: info@annettamccarty.com,
pone 925-285-3128.
All props provided, and all levels welcome!

Don’t Forget!
All Church Time for church families and their guests, Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. and Sundays
from 2 to 4 p.m. No charge to play!
Saturday Drop-in Basketball from 5 to 7 p.m. $4 per person to play!
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Update from Warren McGuffin on Haiti:
School, Community and Bakery
Bonjour bon zanmi! I am so glad to be home and with my church members as we
face needs from around the world.
Our church is very much in need to assist our friends and fellow Californians, Texans, Floridians and Puerto Ricans.
I also know that we will respond from where we are, with what we have, and do
what we can. Our church has always been there to help others. I appreciate the
many prayers and good thoughts while in Haiti for 30 days. Our church has responded to the needs in Haiti with incredible gifts of donations and time. Thank
you once again for your love and support of the Thomas Food Project.
The 30 days began with the hurricane that devastated Puerto Rico.

Dr. Doty gives one of many
students a check-up.

The first team arrived from Virginia but only stayed for three days. They accomplished as much as they could with what they had, repairing biosand
filters and installing new ones. The team decided not to ride out the hurricane
and left. We were very fortunate that the hurricane went north and did not hit Haiti.
However, it did rain a lot.
The second team consisted of Doctor Sue Doty from Texas. She provided
check-ups of the school kids and faculty. She also gave check-ups to our staff and
many community members. HollyAnn Melton joined her and is the mentor for our
cook, Staff Manager Ginette Ocean. Ginette will be the Bakery Staff Manager. They
worked on product ideas and recipes. She and I visited the main Restaurant
Supply Company in Port Au Prince.
The third team included an engineer, Zachary Harris from Richmond, California. He worked on a design to pump water to a school on a hill 2,400 feet way
using a small, portable pump connected to a car battery.

Zachary Harris powers a portable
water pump with a car battery.

Hurricane and all, it was a good, productive 30 days. We began discussions on Haitian investment in to the bakery as well as
partnering with another business. We attended meetings with BNC, a Haitian bank. The bakery is slated to be operational in
2019.
During our trip to Port Au Prince, we also met with Mr. Roosevelt, the IMEC school and bakery site owner. Ginette will
continue with English classes at a language institute in Port Au Prince. The school runs from November through June and
costs $500. Sponsorships for her education are very welcome. She will begin bakery management and operations classes in
the summer. We met with several potential Haitian partners, including a food distribution company.
One final note: the bakery is coming along, and I am visiting churches in our conference. We have an engaged a Haitian architect for preliminary design and cost estimates for the buildings. We also have consulted on equipment and production.
Next missions forming for March.
Peace,
Warren McGuffin
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Upcoming Mission Opportunities

WORLD
Join Us on Our Upcoming Mission Trip to Guatemala
We will be returning to Guatemala to volunteer at a hospital, a home for disabled persons and
to distribute 100 wheelchairs in Antigua and Guatemala City. There are many people in this
country who cannot afford a wheelchair. We will be teaming with the Rotary Club in Guatemala City to select and equip individuals who are in desperate need one. This mission will be a
rewarding way to live your faith in service to others.

The travel dates are Saturday, January 27 to Saturday, February 3, 2018. In addition to volunteering, there will be the option to do a little sightseeing. The preliminary cost estimate is
$1,800 per person for airfare, hotels, meals and other related expenses.
Registration is open now and will conclude around November 1. But the sooner you decide to join us, the
better. We are limited to twelve (12) volunteer slots. For questions or more details, please contact Paul
Kuelz at paulkuelz@sbcglobal.net or at (925) 831-3128.
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Mission Memories…
Mission Sunday 2017
October 15—Mission Sunday!—was an exciting day at our church, with two traditions of service drawing volunteers from
all age groups. First, our congregation sponsored two playhouses as a fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity’s East Bay and
Silicon Valley chapter. Then, volunteers assembled and painted the playhouses—great fun! The completed houses go to the
region’s Blue Star Moms to donate to families with a parent in the military. Our other project, meal packing for Rise
Against Hunger, gave church families a chance to introduce even the younger kids to service. Each meal consists of enriched rice, soy protein, dried vegetables and 23 essential vitamins and nutrients.

SRVUMC volunteers
make bouffant caps
look good!
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SRVUMC Hosts Winter Nights 2018
January 15-29
Volunteers Needed!
We have the privilege to host Winter Nights 2018 from January 15 through January
29, 2018. Last year, twenty-six congregations, including ours, hosted Winter Nights
homeless families, providing shelter, food, and other needs. This year,
the program began in mid-October and it runs through early May 2018. Donations Needed!
Winter Nights Program participants will be on site for the entire twoweek period between January 15 and January 29. During this two-week
period, we will split our time with St. Isidore’s Parrish to provide for the
daily requirements for the program. We will need people to be overnight
hosts, manage laundry, handle shopping, bake muffins/breads, coordinate fun activities for kids and adults, tutor school children, manage site
and kitchen activities, and provide meals for the group. If you would

like to volunteer to help or to donate to this effort, please contact
Susan Dowling at sue_dowling@comcast.net or 925-648-5184.

•

Gas cards

•

Wal-Mart or Target Gift cards

•

Deodorant

•

Lysol or Clorox wipes

•

Socks of all sizes

•

Baby wipes

•

Twin-size fitted sheets

•

Flashlights and extra batteries of all sizes

Thank You CROP
Walkers and Donors!
It was a glorious day! The sun was shining, the cool air joined
the warm sun, making the temperature just right as we
strolled through downtown Walnut Creek on Sunday. Our
merry band of walkers joined those from other congregations
and produced an army of about 75 Crop Hunger Walkers.
Our SRVUMCers looked so stylish as we waved our multicolor signs, the ones from last year that our youth had made
for us. Oh, what a difference from last year’s steady downpour! No way did we miss the cold water running off awnings and down our backs, stinging rain in the face, or sloshing in soaked shoes!
Our congregation and friends donated $1,040 this year, compared to $600 last year. Overall, the Walnut Creek walk produced almost $7,500 (at this time); 25% (or about $1,900)
will be donated to the local Winter Nights program.
We shared our treasures, we gave our time, we took action,
we served, as our Brother and Teacher taught us.
Thank you, and God bless you,
John Green

CROP Walk 2017 was a much drier event than last year!
Thanks to all SRVUMC participants!
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November Communion Offering
On October 16, the California Department of Forestry reported that fourteen wildfires in the state had destroyed over
213,000 acres and 5,700 structures. Significantly, 2,800 of the
ruined structures were private homes in Santa Rosa alone.
More than 40 lives have been taken by the fires, making the
previous week of wildfires the deadliest in California history.
These figures come from YubaNet.com and Los Angeles
Times.
Our church is planning its mission events, like the food drive
we held on October 29, but other events are planned. If you’d
like to help, watch the church website for updates about
those opportunities. The number of tasks to accomplish is
staggering—everything from cleanup and sorting to handholding—but we need to put some thought into how to deploy our
church’s considerable resources. If you want to volunteer immediately, Paul Kuelz suggests contacting the American Red
Cross. Bear in mind, that organization’s website reports receipt
of nearly 10,000 new volunteer applications in the five days
beginning October 13, so your application may not be processed right away.
As fires come under control and people begin to leave shelters,
Northern California is transitioning from first response to recovery. At a time like this one, needs become very fluid: centers close or stop accepting donations for immediate needs,
and it’s time to think about what comes next. When needs
change hourly, one of the best ways we can help is with financial contributions. Checks and gift cards can be put to use
immediately, don’t require sorting or storage, and can be used
by anyone who needs them. Relief programs in Napa, Sonoma
and Mendicino Counties suggest gift cards from vendors Amazon, Safeway, Wal-Mart and Visa. For ease of distribution,
please keep amounts at $50 or under for each card. Also, it
would be helpful if the gift amount is written on the card if it
isn’t preprinted. You may drop gift cards at the church office
or put them in the collection plate during Sunday worship.

A residential area in north Santa Rosa scorched by the
Tubbs Fire. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt.
Eddie Siguenza. This photo comes to us via
sfpublicpress.org published by Creative Commons license.
Don’t Forget Early Responder Training
We can also help out with time and a sympathetic ear.
UMCOR Early Responder training will be held Saturday,
November 18, at Los Altos UMC. Go to cnumc.org/
vimregistrations for information or to register.

Afternoon Book Group
Mondays, 1 p.m., Room 202, Wesley Center

November 20—Commonwealth by Ann Patchett

For November, our Communion Offering has been designated for fire relief in the North Bay. You may bring gift cards
or write a check to support the recovery effort. Your checks

can be made out to SRVUMC and designated for North
Bay Fire Recovery or write “Fire Relief” in the memo
line.

November
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HAVE YOU SEEN US? VANISHED WITH NO CARD!
It’s the voice from the Library, bringing good news and bad news! The good news is that, once again, we have wonderful
new books to brag about and share. The bad news is that, once again, some of our best recent books have been simply removed from the Book Cart and we have no idea who has them and when (or if!) they’ll be returned. Whoever took them
Cameron, Bruce

Evans, Lissa

Grisham, John

Jenoff, Pam

Missing paperback—
No record left

back—No record left

No record left

Missing paperback—No
record left

A Dog’s Purpose

Camino Island
Missing hardcover—

Crooked Heart
Missing paper-

The Kommandant’s
Girl

failed to remove the checkout card from the back, sign it, and leave it in the signout box right there on the cart. In fact, there
are two boxes on the cart, and each has a pencil waiting for you.
If you now have a book you’ve taken from the cart, would you check right now and see if that checkout card is still in the
back? If it is, you don’t have to return the book—just bring back the signed card! There will be two return boxes this Sunday—one in the Narthex, and one right next to the Book Cart in the coffee area of Wesley Center. Please be considerate of
your fellow book lovers and readers and leave those checkout cards in the signout box on the cart, and then return our library books in a timely manner. We give a generous three-week loan period, with the option to renew a book if no one else is
waiting for it. A free library just doesn’t work unless everyone works together to make it work. Library sermon over—here
are terrific new books. JUST REMEMBER TO SIGN THEM OUT!
Bristow, Gwen. Calico Palace. The name “San Francisco” carries a mystique that is known all over the
civilized world. Here is a classic novel, now reissued, that tells how the magic began. It began as a dusty,
windy village tacked together and hanging on steep hills overlooking a seldom-used seaport. Everything
changed when Sam Brannan ran through muddy streets shouting that there was gold in the American River. Kendra Logan was a Baltimore-bred, educated lady who’d come to join her mother and Army Colonel
stepfather in the remote outpost. Marny Randolph was a “shady lady” who could deal a deck of cards like
no one else. Calico Palace wonderfully illustrates how circumstances create strange bedfellows, fast friends,
and a world-class city!

Kline, Christina Baker. A Piece of the World. Are you familiar with the haunting painting by
Andrew Wyeth, known as “Christina’s World”? People wondered about the unusual painting for
years, until it was revealed that the subject was Christina Olson, Wyeth’s neighbor in Cushing,
Maine. While this is a fictional memoir about Christina’s life and her relationship with Wyeth,
Kline, who also wrote the memorable Orphan Train, has once again carefully woven fact and fiction to create a wonderful account of a
Reading gives us someplace
family’s life on the windswept coast of
Maine. This was a book I was reluctant to go when we have to stay
to pick up, but once in it, could not put where we are.
—Mason Cooley, 1927-2002
down. You’ll frequently find yourself
checking the color plate of the painting that is at the back
of the book. Many thanks, Joan Arscott!
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2018 SRVUMC Women’s Retreat
February 2 to 4, 2018
Villa Maria del Mar - Santa Cruz

“Walk with Me”
On the Road to Emmaus
Luke 24:13-35
Led by Pastor Steve Garnass-Holmes, a sixth-generation Methodist pastor from Acton, MA, a songwriter and a poet. He
has a wicked sense of humor, and it is bound to be a memorable weekend!

Dates: Friday evening, February 2 through lunch Sunday, February 4, 2018
Fees: $285 for a double room $375 for a single room.
Please note that the Villa raised rates for each of the 2017 and 2018 retreats. We recognize that the increase of the retreat
cost this year may be a surprise. The committee has absorbed the cost of rate increases by the Villa Maria Del Mar for a couple of years, but we can't continue to do this. We are taking a partial increase this year, to meet their rates.
Registration Dates: Sunday, November 5 and November 12, at 10:15 a.m. in Wesley Center, or the courtyard, depending
on weather.
Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis and is not complete until we have your check. We regret we cannot
"hold" a room for you until a later payment. A check is required to complete registration.
• Make your check out to SRVUMC.
• Do not make a check out until your registration form is accepted on Registration Day.

Cancellation with refund deadline: December 15 (on or after December 16, women should find a replacement or consider donating their registration fee for a scholarship)

Scholarships: Full or partial scholarships are available and provided confidentially. Please contact a committee member
or one of the pastors to request a scholarship. Also, any donations to our scholarship fund are greatly appreciated.

Angel Tree 2018

November 12 through Sunday, December 3
Christmas trees will be decorated in the Narthex with gift requests for you to choose
from. Each card’s request has been given to us by one of the seven agencies our
church will be helping this year. Although it may seem early to be undertaking this
project, the shopping and distribution must be done by early December so gifts can
be distributed in a timely manner.
This Christmas program has been a very successful outreach mission project for
many years. The seven agencies our church will be assisting this year are: STAND!
For Families Free of Violence, Bay Area Rescue Mission, Bay Area Alliance for
Youth and Family Services, East Salinas Family Center and Life Program, Mt Diablo
Unified School District Outreach, the Fred Finch Youth Center, and Family Giving
Tree. For questions contact: Marla Schleicher, Linda Green, Roni Item, or
Beth McClelland.
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Into the Fall, and Holiday
Season We Go!
Cross Generational Halloween Parade and lunch with the Methodist PreSchoolers and Parents—Tuesday, October 31.
11:30 Pre-school Parade (so fun!!)
12:00 Homemade lunch of macaroni and cheese with salad
Please join us for this very special a unique event to share the wisdom of our Prime
Time Players, and the energy of our Pre-Schoolers!

Prime Time Players Potluck and Presentation—Tuesday, October 7. Speaker: Family Matters, Kim Falfahti. Downsizing, simplifying, moving – even emotional support through his difficult time. Very reasonable ($$), and her group will do
it ALL, or just things you need help with. Please bring a dish to share, or stop at the deli or bakery. Your company is what
really want!
NO Lunch with Friends in November due to Thanksgiving. Thanks to all for all you do, and all you love!

10th Annual San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church
Harvest Festival and Boutique
Saturday, November 4, 2017
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
902 Danville Blvd., Alamo
•

Shop for everyone on your list! Quality handcrafts by local
artists!

•

Unbeatable DEALS! Support the SRVUMC Youth Bake Sale!

•

Fabulous $5 lunch deal at the Harvest Café

•

Homemade soups & sandwiches; Delicious homemade pies
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Children’s Ministry Sunday
Topics

Every Sunday

9 a.m. Traditional Worship
Sunday school meets

WEEK 1

K to Grade 5: Lamm Hall

Bottom Line: Celebrate what God
has done.

Grades 6 to 12: Room 202

WEEK 2

Confirmation meets in room 201 until
11:45 a.m.

Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude.
WEEK 3
Bottom Line: Say thank you.

10:30 a.m. Nontraditional Worship

Childcare for all ages in children’s
building, downstairs, either service.
Contact Us!

Calendar

WEEK 4

November 4, 2017—Youth Bake
Sale during the Harvest Festival and
Boutique

Bottom Line: Always be grateful.

Laura Roy

Memory Verse:

Children’s and Family Ministries
(Children through Grade 5)

December 3, 2017 —Advent Festival, 12 noon, Wesley Hall, Crafts,
Soup, Fun
December 24, 2017 —Christmas
Pageant, 4 p.m., Sanctuary
January 21, 2018—Club 56, 12—1:30
pm, Fireside Hall and Gym
February 18, 2018—Chili and Bingo
Night, 5-7 p.m., Wesley Hall

“GIVE THANKS NO MATTER
WHAT HAPPENS. GOD WANTS
YOU TO THANK HIM BECAUSE
YOU BELIEVE IN CHRIST JESUS.”
—1 Thessalonians 5:18

lroy@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext 106
Jamere Crawford
Youth Director
jcrawford@srvumc.org

Watch for Jamere’s emails
about Youth activities like
volunteering Saturdays.
Not getting the email? Ask
Jamere to be added to the
mailing list!

(925)837-5243 ext.109

Music
These choirs are free and open to
everyone to participate.
Children’s Choir (PreK through
5th)
Beth McClelland
Practice Sundays 10 to 10:30 a.m.

Advent Festival

Performances fourth Sunday each
month in Judson Hall and special
events.

December 3, Noon—2 p.m.
Wesley Hall

Youth Choir
We will celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season. Our busy fair will have
craft stations that will focus on preparing our hearts for Christmas. Soup lunch will
be served.

Teri Hawk
Grades 6 to 12

Please RSVP to Laura Roy: lroy@srvumc.org

Practice Sunday 10 to 11 a.m. in Conference Rm. Perform third Sunday of
each month

Weekly Programming

Bros and Belles Choir

Middle School Youth Group (Grades 6 to 8) On Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m.

Winnie Stribling

High School Youth Group (Grades 9 to 12) On Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Grades 6 to 12

(1st

3rd

High School Dinner Night Out
and
Sundays) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
See our weekly email newsletters for locations
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Practice Wed from 5:15 to 6 p.m.

Among Ourselves
Health Concerns...

Continued Prayers For...
All those who continue to
Samford; Joan Webb; Jeanlive with long-term illness,
nine Woolery.
unemployment, life decisions, and sickness in their
families: Bill Andrew; Gene
Brown; Lenore Cooper; Jeni
Evans; John Evans; Brigitte
Greene; Dick Greeno; Dave
& Lillian Holleman; Cary
Johnson; Johnny Johnston;
Daphne Kimbell; Alleen
Landstrom; Edith Liggett;
Margaret Matteson; Alex
Maddux; Mary Ogden; Lea
Patteson; Mike Robinett;
Mary Roush; Lillian Scherer;
Ann Schroeder; Pat Shoner;
Jean Spencer; Carol Webb

Paula Boswell
Jo Ann Hirsch
Rich Johannessen
Dale Stevenson

Victor Hymes
John Hammond

Our Christian Sympathy To...
Jeff Stroin and family on the death of his father.

Name Tags
Please contact Shannon Dever in the church office if
you need a new name tag ($7/ea.)

Welcome to New SRVUMC
Members!
Theresa Omar, 2403 Stirrup Ct.,
Walnut Creek, 94596. 972-740-5738.
Transferred from First UMC, Coppell,
TX. Theresa is already involved here at
SRVUMC, folding bulletins, as a LiFT
facilitator, and assisting the Finance
Administrator. Her husband, Yousuf, is
a banker at Citibank in San Francisco.
They have two adult daughters, Sarah
and Amber.theresa.omar@gmail.com

John Siebert, 1625 Skycrest Dr., #25,
Walnut Creek, 94595. 979-220-8439.
Joins by Reaffirmation of Faith. John
and Andrea recently moved from Texas,
where John was a professor at Texas
A&M. johnwcseibert@gmail.com

Facilitators for this class were Ron Dunn, Lorraine
McNeal and Kathleen Saghafi.
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November Celebrations
Birthdays
1 Jacque Foster

Steve Marsh

Rob Rudow

Charliene Tallett (93)

Brad Tolstedt

Lara Mays

Connie Winter

Katie Wong

2 Molly Huff

Al Ziarnik
16 Donna Bain
Lael Takiguchi

10 Natty Oberhauser-Lim

26 Monica Albertoni

17 Kyle McFarland

Ryan Howard

18 John Coombs

Jessica Merchant

Daphne Kimbell (90)

Gay Scott

Kelly Finney

Elise Norrid

Kate Kocins

Susie Steele

Skipper George

Hannah Norrid

Julia Morgin

11 Mary Nelson

John Green

Fred Schreiber

Kristin Schleicher

12 Julie Dastic

Bob Knowles

Annemarie Warwick

Marge Wood
3 Sally Christopherson
Joey Gallo

Heather Hammer

Thelma Orr

Melissa Lotz

Charlotte Speck

13 Sandy Greenwood

27 Margo Cefalo
Todd Christian

19 Evelyn Garrioch (96)

Steve Koepp

Gerard Takiguchi

29 Brad Hawthorne

Jo Ann Hirsch

Mark Jewett

Myla Niederauer

Dick Lam

20 Katie Turley

Paul Kuelz

14 Felicia Hillard

21 Steve Hawk

Hal Lyons

LaVena White

4 Corinne Cooper
Nicole Cooper
5 Gemma Heddle Sepull
6 Susan Millinich

Suzan Rowland

22 Deb Bandy

Steve Wilkens

Mary Nygreen (95)

15 Tim Hickman

23 George Clarke

30 Jefferson Armanini
John Evans
Daniel Glover

Karina Marsh

Adam Kennedy

Stephanie Glover

Jack Nelson

Kiyana Mostaghim

Linda Farhang

7 Susan Thomas

Carrie Tolstedt

John Sayers

George Nelson

9 Stephanie Ham

Barbara Valdriz

David Ongman

24 Pat Patteson (96)

Wedding Anniversaries
1 Val & Duncan Miller
LaVena & Ron White

13 Saba & Shadaab Kanwal
Tamra & Kevin Keen

2 Susan & Patrick Dowling

16 Laurie & Joe Rousseu

6 Le Anne & Bart Jacobi
(57th)

17 Shannon & Bill Dever

8 Deirdree Walsh-Krumrei
& Gary Krumrei
10 Sharon & Don Brockman
11 Catharine & Dan Baker

Priscilla & Ted Wolfram
29Gloria & Robert Fenton
(65th)
30 Ann & Jeff Schroeder

Jennifer & David Shin
18 Teri & Scott Armanini
21 Dory & Tom Schramm
27 Lynne & Larry Henderson
(52nd)
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Elke Torgersen

NOVEMBER 2017
Worship Schedule
Traditional Worship, 9:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Non-Traditional Worship, 10:45 a.m., in the Sanctuary
Child Care for birth-kindergarten is available during the morning services in the
Children’s Building

November 2017
Time-valued material — Deliver promptly

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Permit No. 1

Alamo, CA 94507

Alamo, CA 94507

902 Danville Blvd.

PAID

United Methodist Church

U.S. Postage
Non-Profit Organization

San Ramon Valley
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