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JANUARY 2016
A Parsonal Point of View ~

PUSH in 2016

Martin Luther King, Jr., in Strength to Love in 1963, said that nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious stupidity. This statement really got my attention as starting my new year 2016 in the given context where we are — the world of
escalating violence with hate and fear.
I know what I know, and I truly don’t know what I don’t know. Also, I know that there are some things that I am not even aware of
knowing or not knowing. I believe what I believe. It is a truth I hold in my heart dearly as of now, but it might not be the truth for tomorrow and/or it might not be the truth for others.
I am praying that I don’t plead ignorance of God in God’s ministry. I am praying that I don’t plead conscientious stupidity in God’s
church. Because of my limitations, I don’t know exactly what is right and wrong for everyone. However, I simply share what I know as of
now and hope that it will not go against the will of God. I have no power to change anyone, but I believe that the conditions of people’s
hearts or the situations in people’s lives here or in faraway countries can be changed because of prayer. I believe in the power of prayer.
So, I do pray.
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I would like to encourage all of us to pray all the time for ourselves,
our family and others. I am especially asking us to do “intercession.”
Intercession is going before God in prayer on behalf of another person. I am encouraging us to:
 Pray for our church to be the church we need to be according to
its mission.
 Pray for our church leaders, both lay and clergy, to have discerning hearts to govern God’s church more effectively and efficiently.
 Pray for our nation, world, government and leaders to have wisdom to make right choices.
I would like to encourage all of us to come to church every Sunday at
least 15 minutes before the worship service to pray for the church
and the worshipers. If you are not able to join us physically, then
pray for the church at 8:45 a.m. on Sunday in the place where you
are. Physical distance is not a matter in the life of prayer.

Messenger? Please submit your articles to: Lisa Jancarik So, let us PUSH (Pray Until Something Happens) by being a FROG
newsletter@srvumc.org by January 15, 2016

(Fully Relying On God)! Let us be PUSH-FROGs! May the new year
be the year of prayer fully relying on God for us all. HAPPY NEW
YEAR! Ribbit!

~Pastor Sunny

SRVUMC
902 Danville Blvd
Alamo, CA 94507
Office Hours:
8:30 a.m.-12, 1-4:30 p.m.
Phone
(925) 837-5243
Fax
(925) 837-7263
Web site
www.srvumc.org
Ministers
EVERYONE
Lead Pastor
Ron Dunn (ext. 107)
Pastor
Sunny Ahn (ext 109)
Associate Pastor
Luke Ham (ext. 108)
Director of Children’s
Ministries
Stephanie Ham (ext 106)
Office Administrator,
Membership,
Accounts Receivable
Shannon Dever (ext 105)
Finance Administrator
Accounts Payable
Coreen Janes (ext 104)
Facilities & Purchasing
Manager
Marilyn Clarke (ext 102)
Music Director
Bruce Koliha
Organist
Nadia Blank-Koliha
U.M. Preschool Director
Paulette Ove (ext 113)
Communications Director
Linda Green
Director Membership &
Mission
Kathleen Saghafi (ext 110)
Messenger Editor
Lisa Jancarik
newsletter@srvumc.org

Small Groups Invite New Members for 2016!
Please contact the group leader for more information.
Women of the Night
Leaders: Linda Forsey, Phone: 925-759-0509, Email: calphimu@yahoo.com and Merilyn
Milam, Phone: 925-837-3576, Email: m_k_milam@earthlink.net
Meet: The 1st and 3rd Mondays, 7 to 9 p.m., Fireside Room.
Focus: Women of any age who prefer to meet in the evenings are welcome to participate in
this study group, focused on community, faith development and service.
Wesley Writers
Leaders: Brad Stribling, Phone: 925-838-2601, Email: brad_stribling@msn.com and Terry
Sherman, Phone: 925-735-0475, Email: dtsh@sbcglobal.net<mailto:dtsh@sbcglobal.net>]
Meet: The 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m., in the Library.
Focus: To provide community, spirituality, encouragement and support for participants
wishing to express themselves in writing.
ChristCare Visitors
Leader: Suzanne Stephens, Phone: 925-820-8249, Email: suzzst@aol.com
Meet: The 2nd Wednesday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Lamm Hall (Except the summer
months)
Focus: Visit those who are unable to be as closely associated or involved with our congregation as they once were due to illness, age, or other reasons. Our group also has a flower
ministry. We deliver the flowers each week that have been a part of Sunday worship to
those who are hospitalized, homebound, or just in need of a remembrance to know that the
church is thinking of them.

Winter Nights: It’s Getting Cold at Night!
The Winter Nights homeless shelter is up and
operating. Winter Nights is currently housing 27
persons, 16 of which are children. The Winter
Nights staff has arranged for permanent housing
for one family, but the waiting list has 47 families on it. These people really need our help.
Without it, they are literally on the street.
Our church is partnering with Danville Congregational Church to house Winter Nights clients
Jerry Ricker mixes up cole slaw.
in Wesley Center from February 1 to February
15. There are lots of opportunities for service. This is a terrific activity for families. Kids
enjoy it and parents value the grounding it provides for young people who sometimes may
not appreciate what they have. Get involved, it will be one of the best experiences you ever
had!
Meal preparation and set up/take down: Email Bob Baker at RBaker3600@aol.com
Child Activities and tutoring: Email Jane Lang at Janelang1@yahoo.com
Overnight host: Email Jerry Ricker at jerryricker@astound.net
For those who can’t get away the first two weeks of February, we can use BART cards or
gas cards or cash donations (by check preferred). Please drop donations off at the
church office, attention Robert Baker.
This is a really good thing. Be part of it, you will be glad you did.
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January Communion Offering
Our January Communion Offering supports an organization many of us already know
about thanks to our own Warren McGuffin: this month, our offering will assist The
Thomas Food Project in Haiti. If you are new to San Ramon Valley UMC, then perhaps
you’ve seen some “Take a Child to Lunch” signs around the campus but not realized how
closely connected this church is with the Thomas Food Project. Warren champions the
project for the California-Nevada Conference, but other members of our congregation
have journeyed to Haiti to share in the mission work through this worthy organization.

The Thomas Food Project (TFP) began in June 2011 as a means to bring technology into subsistence-level communities in
Haiti. The local people who benefit from this organization live in conditions of hunger, no reliable electricity, and lack of
running water. The TFP addresses each of these needs through six schools.
The Food Project: Take a Child to Lunch
Two of the six schools have a school lunch program providing students with a hot lunch, the only meal of the day for some
children. The menu includes locally grown vegetables and fruits, as well as spaghetti, beans, and rice. All of the menu items
are purchased in local markets. The price of a lunch is less than fifty cents per meal, and the program serves over 500 meals
per day (a combined total of 10,000 meals per month for two schools). One academic year of lunches for a student costs
$100, but if you wish to contribute to the school lunch program, smaller amounts are welcome, too.
Clean Water

In Haiti, water comes from polluted groundwater or impure government-controlled sources, and few Haitians can afford the
cleaner commercially sold water. The Thomas Food Project provides each school with a water purification system and storage, a means to reduce water-borne illness. The basic setup produces up to one gallon per minute, enough that each school is
encouraged to share water with the surrounding communities as capacity allows. Each unit costs $1500.
Powering Up
None of the six schools The Thomas Food Project serves has access to reliable electricity:
that sort of infrastructure simply doesn’t exist in these communities. For the TFP volunteers to give students and faculty access to computers, they must first supply the means to
power them. TFP has developed a solar cart to power the water purifiers and computers
these schools need, and the carts were first implemented at Ecole de Lespoir (School of
Hope) in October 2013. The carts are manufactured locally from solar panels and batteries
also locally sourced. Each cart costs $5000 and includes a water purifier and four rugged
laptops.

Solar cart.

The computers provided are Intel Classmates, rugged clamshell laptops designed for classroom use. This model consumes
relatively little power. The computers give these children access to computer learning, a different model than the rote system
which would be in place otherwise. These eager kids could benefit from more access to the computers already in place. The
TFP also trained several teachers in the use of these computers and their software so they can impart their knowledge to the
children. The solar panels power these computers sufficiently well that the schools can allow after-school access to members
of the community, too.
Some schools also have a streetlight powered by solar energy. For a community with no power infrastructure, the impact of
publicly available electric lighting after sunset is remarkable. People can meet after nightfall, and children can study together
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and read.

More Good Work in Haiti
In spring 2015, a vision team performed over 700 eye exams for community members and fitted many for glasses. Dr. Sue
Doty and a medical team was set to provide health checkups, but their visit was cut short by the regrettable violence and political unrest in Haiti.
Gifts to the Thomas Food Project directly support work and materials to
continue it, not administration. Contributions go to:








Locally grown food for school lunches
Classroom supplies
Computers
Curriculum software
Solar cart production and maintenance
Water purifier supplies, like filters
Solar street lights

TFP solar energy provides economical power.

As a reminder, the Thomas Food Project can use donations of your time and talent, your frequent flier miles or shared contacts.
Check out the Thomas Food Project’s Facebook page for even more updates.

Thank you Angels!
Angels have no philosophy, but Love.-

Terri Guillemets

You all took the angel tags, bought the gifts, and got them back to SRVUMC so that the
children would get them on time. Thank you so much for going out of your way to make
someone else’s Christmas a bit brighter!
Through your loving generosity, SRVUMC was able to serve six agencies during the 2015
Angel Tree Christmas season, providing both gifts and gift cards. The agencies served were:
Bay Area Alliance for Youth and Family Services, Bay Area Rescue Mission, Stand!, East
Salinas Life Program, Fred Finch Youth Center, and the Mount Diablo Unified School District.
A big thank you to the SRVUMC preschool, the SRVUMC youth group, all who helped with the decorating, tag creation, purchasing of
items, overseeing the collection boxes and monetary donations, wrapping, delivering to the agencies, etc.
Your loving sharing made this outreach happen!
Angels are around us: you are one!
Thank you SRVUMC Angels!
— The 2015 Angel Tree Committee
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Happy
New Year,
from the
San Ramon Valley
United
Methodist
Church
Youth
Group!

Volunteer at Trinity Center's

The Trinity Center

Winter Shelter for Singles

Needs Big Ticket Donations

on Sundays

for Its 2nd Annual

The Winter Shelter will be in the Trinity Center beginning
December 21. Please call the shelter to learn how to volunteer at (925) 949-9712, as there is some training.

Gala Dinner and Auction on May 18, 2016
Items you might consider donating:

Trinity Center
1924 Trinity Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA 94596



Rentals in Hawaii, Tahoe, or other fun places



High-end wine or jewelry



Dinner parties for 10-12 guests



Trips with air mileage included

Contact Shirley Stephenson, 925-820-0513, shirleyannsteph@comcast.net, or Marla Schleicher, 925-6480517, marla.k.sch@gmail.com to donate.

LIFT Bible Study
Our Intergenerational Women's Bible Study will be
starting a new study, "Having a Mary Spirit", by Joanna
Weaver. We meet on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to
11:15, starting January 7. If you are interested in learning
more about this ministry, please contact Debbie Kelly
(415) 385-8088, gsanddeb@sbcglobal.net OR Sandy
Gsand (925)989-7880, sangsan@aol.com for more info.

Trinity Center located in Walnut Creek cares for the
homeless and working poor with compassion. Open
five days a week, Trinity Center offers breakfast and a
hot lunch, laundry and shower facilities, mail service,
access to telephone and computers, referral services,
and employment and housing assistance.

5

The holidays are over and many of us are worn out with the
busyness — and joy — of the season. But as Emily Dickinson so wisely said, “the dearest ones of time, the strongest
friends of the soul, books…” are here waiting for us. Now we
have time, those few precious moments or hours when we
can visit another time or place, all in the comfort of an easy
chair or warm bed before turning out the light.

starvation are commonplace. Yet, against all
odds, occasionally someone manages to escape and tell their story. Shin Dong-hyuk
was born and raised in a prison camp, and he
is one of the few who is bringing this ongoing tragic story to the outside world. A mustread. Many thanks to Lisa Jancarik for a real
eye-opener.

Here are four new journeys waiting for you on the Book Cart:

Moyes, Jojo. After You. Are you one of the
Brown, Amy Belding. Flight of the Sparrow;
many who read Me Before You and put it
A Novel of Early America. Stories of Indian
down realizing you’d just experienced undercaptivities are always fascinating, and this
standing and feelings you’d never thought
novel is based on the actual abduction of
about before? That was the story of shy
Mary Rowlandson in 1675 in MassachuLouisa and dashing Will Traynor, now a
setts. She learned to love the freedom she
quadriplegic confined to a wheelchair. What
gained living with the Indians. And it rehappened to Louisa after Will’s final deciveals much about the culture of the Purision? Here is the sequel to that unforgettable story.
tans, those early Christians whose unforgiving brand of Christianity too often led to a crushing of the
human spirit. Easy to read, hard to put down.
“I have sometimes dreamt that when the Day of Judgment dawns — the
Gaynor, Hazel. The Girl Who Came Home; Almighty will turn to Peter and will say when He sees us coming with
A Novel of the Titanic. This is the story of
our books under our arms, ‘Look, these need no reward. We have nothMaggie Murphy, a young girl who was
ing to give them here. They have loved reading.’”
traveling on the ship that, due to its size
—Virginia Woolf, 1882-1941
and grandeur, was practically considered a
wonder of the world in 1912. That all
changed one night on its maiden voyage
when it crashed into an iceberg so huge
and close that passengers were slipping on
the ice that lay in broken chunks all over the deck. This is a
memorable story that connects a grandmother and her granddaughter with memories that did not fade with time. Many
We will meet January 27, 2016
thanks to Shannon Dever for a wonderful addition to our
in the church library at 10 a.m.
Library.

THE CHRIST CARE BOOK
GROUP

after reading Edge of Eternity by
Ken Follett.

Harden, Blaine. Escape from Camp 14; One Man’s Remarkable
Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the West. North Korea is
the most repressive society in the world, completely closed
off to any scrutiny. Political prisons abound and hunger and
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Kindness Matters Corner
Let’s see now:
 Kindness Matters vehicle bumper magnets (Check)
 Kindness in our hearts and minds (Check)
 Take action when we see others needing a hand, a compliment, a
shoulder (Check)
 Share with others those kindness actions that you have taken,
observed, or received (Ongoing)
The next step is to share with others those kindness actions that you have taken, observed, or received.
Names will not be used, just the example of kindness for others.

Joyous Laughter Can Be Infectious
From a SRVUMC couple visiting New York City.
“We did not formally meet this young man, but the thought of him still brings smiles and laughter to us. As we entered the 4
line train and sat down, a young man, maybe a late teenager was seated directly across from us, facing us. He was neatly
dressed and groomed and plugged into earbuds and an iPod. Soon after the train began moving he started laughing; he would
listen for a moment and start laughing again. His laugh was high pitched and had the sound of pure joy in it. This happened
for minutes. He very seldom looked up, instead keeping his face and eyes towards the floor. As his laughter continued, he
would cover his mouth so as not to bother others. I watched the woman sitting next to him; her eyes and expression said,
"What is this guy, some kind of nut? Should I move or not?" The same questions progressed among all passengers within
earshot of the young man. Being right across from him, we were the first to begin breaking into smiles that progressed to
laughter ourselves as he continued his. An amazing transformation captured this half of a subway train. Soon the woman
next to him was as calm and smiling as we. With others joining us, all now laughing every time he did. It was truly infectious,
sort of a Flash-Mob, a Flash-Laugh! We asked him what he was listening to, and he told us it was a podcast, listening to a
stand-up comedian. As people nearby exited the train at various stations, every disembarking person, thanked this young
man, giving him a big smile or a pat on the shoulder.
“As we recall the event, it could have been a ‘Candid Camera’ moment, recording the reactions of others by the laughter of
one, building and building as a tidal wave. I believe if this young man could somehow have been heard by all on this Earth,
his laughter might have caused our whole world to shake like a bowl of jelly!”
You may directly share your stories of kindness to the website in this way:
Send your story to kindness@srvumc.org. Your story will be posted to the church website within a few days.

MISSION & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
VOLUNTEER AT THE FOOD BANK ON JANUARY 9, 2016, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
The Food Bank and I thank you for all of your food donations during the holiday season. Now is the time to sort the food from the
barrels that has been collected from our church and from throughout the county. It is also an excellent way to work off those extra
pounds you may have gained during the holidays.
Join us on January 9, 2016 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. when we travel to Concord to do just that. We'll meet at the church for carpooling, or you may drive yourself and meet us at the Food Bank. If you want to be a part of our team, contact Lee Rust at chijocol@aol.com or (925) 820-9047.
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ADVENTURESOME SENIORS POTLUCK: Tues., January 5 @ Noon
Adventuresome Seniors get together on the 1st Tuesday of the month for a potluck followed by a program in Wesley Center.
Bring your favorite dish or dessert to share – or just stop by the deli on your way over!
Program: Recap of 2015 Senior Programming and Planning for 2016.

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS: Tues., January 19 @ Noon
Lunch with Friends is a home-cooked, sit-down meal, served in Wesley Center on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. These
lunches are the friendliest place in town!
Chef John Sanders will be warming us up with Turkey soup, spinach salad, home made rolls and carrot cake for dessert!

FIELD TRIP
Thurs., January 28 – SPIRIT OF THE OLD WEST
Join us for a trip down memory lane: Spirit of the Old West – Blackhawk Museums!
Carpools meet at Church at 10 a.m. and leave by 10:15 a.m. Museum entry fee is $10, followed by lunch at the plaza (under
$20). There will be sign up sheets at the Senior Luncheons in January.

SAVE THE DATE
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Peacemakers and Interfaith San Ramon Valley invite you to AN
INTERFAITH CELEBRATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.’S DREAM OF NONVIOLENCE AND PEACE.
The program, to be held January 18 in Wesley Center at 4:00 p.m., will feature Father Tom Bonacci, Director of the Interfaith Peace Project of Antioch speaking on the topic The Justice That
Makes Peace – Let It Begin With Me. Also included will be songs of peace and freedom. Following the presentation, the
program will continue in downtown Danville where we will hold an Interfaith candle light walk to celebrate the unity of our
various faiths.

AFTERNOON BOOK
GROUP
Monday 1:00 p.m.
Rm. 202, Wesley Center
Monday, January 20 ―The
Nightingale by
Kristin Hannah
(Sharon leading)
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We’ve all experienced them—young and old alike—moments when frustration gets
the better of us and we suddenly feel like we’re losing our minds.
Temper tantrums.
Yelling at that someone for cutting you off.

Fighting on the playground.
This happened to me a couple of weeks ago. My phone, which was very dated, was
taking a long time to function. It needed to be plugged in to stay on. Many of my
apps simply wouldn’t run. I could only talk on the phone using the speaker function.
I found myself getting frustrated and annoyed. I found myself wanting to just throw
my phone across the room. Not good.
And really…that sounds a lot like life, too. Self-control is important. That’s why
we’re taking an entire month talking about it. We define self-control like this: choosing to do what you should do, not what you want to do. And this month, we’ll learn
that self-control really has more to do with God than self.
Throughout the Bible, God talks about a lot about self-control. As a fruit of the
Spirit, self-control is a response to the changes that He is making in our lives. On
our own, we are helpless to control anything, but with God’s power we have an advantage. We have the power of the Holy Spirit living within us and are able to do
what we should do even when it’s not what we want to do. The book of Proverbs
includes several verses where God gives us wisdom to practice for those moments
when we’d rather do anything but show self-control. Proverbs are not merely wise
sayings. Rather, they are part of God’s story where He leans into the world that He
created and whispers to us: “Here’s how you should live.” Over the next few weeks,
we’ll look at self-control through God’s lens and explore four truths that Solomon
captured in the book of Proverbs.
As we learn to reflect the character of God and respond to His love for us, self-control is crucial. After all, how we live
speaks volumes to our friends, family, and even strangers we meet every day. Our ability to show self-control in the heat of a
moment could make or break someone’s view of God. Let’s all learn together this month to pause, select the right words and
actions, and most importantly tap into God’s power to show some self-control.
Our memory verse for the month is Proverbs 25:28: “A person without self-control is like a city whose walls are broken through.” This verse can serve as a great reminder for kids (or adults) in those moments when they don’t want to show
self-control.

If you’re not getting messages from SRVUMC Family Ministries in your Facebook feed, then you’re missing regular
posts about all sorts of great stuff.
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Among Ourselves
Health Concerns...
Gene Brown

Betty Dorsey

Dave Holleman

Sally Andrew

Sam Sidhom

Johnny Johnston

Jada Koonce

Alex Iantuono

Continued Prayers For...
All those who continue to
er; Carol Webb Samford;
live with long-term illness,
Joan Webb.
unemployment, life decisions, and sickness in their
families: Bill Andrew; Lyn
Bristow; Lenore Cooper; Jeni
Evans; John Evans; Brigitte
Greene; Dick Greeno; Ann
Hatfield; Dave & Lillian Holleman; Cary Johnson; Johnny
Johnston; Del Kennedy;
Daphne Kimbell; Jada
Koonce; Alleen Landstrom;
Margaret Matteson; Alex
Maddux; Mary Ogden; Alice
Reynolds; Ethel Ricker; Mike
Robinett; Phyllis Roth; Ann
Schroeder; Dick & Pat Shon-

Our Christian Sympathy To...
The family of Jean White on her death on October 24. A
memorial service will be held in our sanctuary on January 23
at 1:00 p.m.
Al Dudas and family on the death of Karen on November
16.

Name Tags
Please contact Shannon Dever in the church
office if you need a new name tag ($6/ea.)
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February Celebrations
Birthdays
1 Renée Beck
Amy Sidhom
2 Sandy Bennion

Debbie Kelly

Katie Ward

Katy Mannell

15 Kelly Benjamson

8 Ryan Christian

Debbie Hammond

Harry Knapp

Marilyn Hansen

Edith Liggett

Connie Lowe

Stephanie Lowe

Laura Macomber Weeks

Matthew Byrom

Elaine Hagebush

Ted Nguyen

Mandy Whiting

Linnea Winter

Laura Sanchez

Dawn Smallwood

9 Jarrett Krumrei

Cindy Stephenson

Laurie Stocking

3 Le Anne Jacobi

Teri Hawk

Trevor Willis

16 Anne Burk

17 Phil Bandy
Kimberly Miskovetz

10 John Johnston (96)

18 Nick Item

Linda Jimerson

Emily Malin

19 John Pavel

Dick Shoner

Dean McWilliams

20 Laura Altamirano

George Swallow (91)
Kim Wolfram
4 Joanne Durrenberger

Sue Hardy

11 Bob Dominici
Beverly McAdams

Bill Hubert

Doug Merritt

22 Lindsay Koos

12 Rebecca Byrom

David Shin

Dan Hawkley

Joanne Knapp

Pat Shoner

Millie Loper

5 Kendall Andres

21Heather Clay

Harriot Siegrist (94)
23Kal Peters

13 Lisa Jancarik

24 Elisa Ericson

Doug Beck

Maggie Stienstra

Maddy Preece

Melanie Hasik

Nick Weeks

Dorothy Ruby (94)

Stephanie Leontini
6 Jackie Ceragioli
Steve Foster
7 Justin Hill

14 Kari Dimler

25 Andrea Bourgeois
McWilliams

Chuck Lindquist

26 Bob Garner (95)

Charles Stephenson

Suzanne Stephens

Eleanor Toney

Wedding Anniversaries
3 Anne & Jim Burk (53rd)

8 Jacque & Steve Foster

4 Nancy & Cliff Campbell

16 Kal & Kevin Peters

Candice & Steve Newburn 20 Ann & Jim Johnson
Gay & David Scott (51st)
Betty & Irv Skeoch
6 Donna & Chuck Lindquist
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27 Elaine Borge (98)
28 John Corson

29 Mike Alfrey
Patti Ongman

