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Pastor’s Pulse ~

Wesley’s Convictions About the
Body of Christ

What was so shocking about the results of February’s Special General Conference (results that were largely affirmed in late
April by the UM Judicial Council) was how un-Wesleyan they were. John Wesley was a man of unyielding opinions, but he
would never have sat by while his people let their opinions about who belongs in the body of Christ cleave the body of
Christ apart. He knew what opinions are worth. They are changeable, reflect personal preferences, predispositions and prejudices. When circumstances change, so do opinions. The convictions that arrive in our hearts by faith are not like this. They
bind us to one another and to the gospel; they keep the body of Christ whole.
The One Church Plan was based on one of Wesley’s fundamental convictions expressed in an often-quoted refrain from “A
Catholic Spirit”, one of his most celebrated sermons.1 “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be
of one heart, though we are not of one opinion?”2 54% of General Conference delegates thought not. They threw out the
One Church Plan on the first day of legislation. We got instead the Traditional Plan whereby the measure of one’s faith in
Jesus Christ and the validity of one’s call to ministry—and indeed one’s reception into the body of Christ—is predicated on
one’s opinion of homosexuality. It is the blade that splits the baby.
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Next Issue: July 2019
Have something you’d like included in next month’s
Messenger? Please submit your articles to: Lisa Jancarik
newsletter@srvumc.org by June 15, 2019.

Wesley understood that faith in the love of God known in Jesus Christ transforms us: “his heart is enlarged toward all mankind [sic], those he knows and those he does not; he embraces
with strong and cordial affection, neighbours [sic] and
strangers, friends and enemies.”3 Hearts transformed by faith
are forged in love. We are convicted, if you like, in love and
come by the essential convictions we live and worship by.
From these our opinions follow. In short, our opinions conform to our faith. When our faith conforms to our opinions,
religion goes off the rails. It becomes dangerous and drives
wedges into the heart of the church.
1. That’s a small “c” catholic, by the way, meaning universal
and all-embracing.
2. Wesley, Sermon #39, “A Catholic Spirit.” Opening section, ¶4.
3. §III, ¶4.
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The question that finally matters in “A Catholic Spirit” is the one Jehu asks of Jehonadab in
2 Kings 10:15: “Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? …If it be, give me thine
hand.”4
It all comes down to what moves our hearts. If our hearts are right, then our opinions might
differ, but they can’t unclench our essential unity. God’s love in us will not let our hearts
divide. Look at 1 Corinthians 13. Besides, pure and loving hearts are not compelled by beliefs, be they doctrinal, political or idiosyncratic. Jesus did not judge others based on their
beliefs. Rather, his heart was moved by needs—each heart’s need to be mended and understood and, above all, to belong to other hearts. The human heart needs to be needed.
A majority of our congregation cannot stand with the UMC’s Traditional Plan, the principal
aim of which is to mete out punishment to those who would be in full communion with our
LGBTQ sisters and brothers. Others are not so sure; they are uneasy with what such a welcome would entail and what its results might be. A majority of our congregation appears to
be ready to become a Reconciling Congregation…and soon. Others, while supporting in
principle “open minds, open hearts, open doors”, are suspicious of the Reconciling Ministries Network and any underlying agenda it might have.
Yet if our hearts are right, we will not be divided, our church family will not become unrecognizable to us. It might, however, reflect the new thing God is doing.
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Highlights of June Worship
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June 2—Music Sunday! All of our musical groups will be part of worship, and you will
not want to miss the beauty and energy of this worship service. (Note: The Sacrament of

AV Director

Holy Communion will be on June 9.)

Linda Green

June 9—Pentecost! (Wear red) As we celebrate the Church, youth will help lead worship.
Communion will be served.
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June 16—Father’s Day! We will recognize the Dads, and commission our newest class of
Stephen Ministers. There’s much to celebrate.
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Congratulations to our 2019 Confirmands!
Special thanks to all of the adults who have offered
them spiritual guidance over the past year.
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Church Council Takeaways: Update on What It
Would Mean To Be a Reconciling Church
At the May 21 Church Council Meeting, the Church Council considered the next step for SRVUMC as we explore what it
means to be Reconciling.
We have had four Community Gatherings, and the most recent one was significant in that we were able to hear from folks
who opposed being reconciling, were confused, or had questions.

Next Steps
Sunday June 23, 4:30 to 6 p.m., in the Sanctuary. A final Community Gathering will address these topics: What it is to be
Reconciling; What it is not; Separating what is happening in the larger denomination, and what is happening at our local
church. Be informed; Please get your questions answered!
Our Core Team continues to do one-one-one interviews to ask about your hopes for our church and explain what is involved in becoming a Reconciling Church. Core Team Members are available after worship on Sundays, or call the church
office to have a Core Team Member contact you: 925/837-5243.
To be Reconciling, a church has to
•

Explore the topic with members and provide information about Reconciling Ministry Network

•

Write a welcoming statement that specifically includes a welcome to all sexual orientations and gender identities

•

Hold a vote where 75% or more approve of becoming Reconciling

You can learn more at http://rmnetwork.org. Currently, Church members are writing a Welcome Statement that will be
voted on by the Church Council. A congregational vote, open to all active participants at SRVUMC, will be held August 11 through 25. Details will be provided by late June. Absentee ballots can be requested by those who are traveling during that time.
Other Active Concerns
To implement the newer, streamlined process for reviewing active issues, council members and staff submitted written reports in advance of the May 21 meeting. Not all issues presented in the reports were discussed during meeting time, and not
all materials submitted in reports appear below. For example, the Finance Committee submitted a report not excerpted in
this article.
Family Ministries report—Attendance on most Sundays averages 15 children TK to fifth grade with six in Tot Spot. Easter
Sunday saw lots of visiting families. Rebecca Bernstein is planning a short mission trip for fifth and sixth graders in July.
Parent Connection barbecue planned for July or August.
Youth Ministry report—Sunday attendance averages consistently five to seven youth. With six confirmands this year, we
transition now to an “every other Year” schedule until we have higher numbers.
Board of Trustees report—The Wesley Kitchen freezer has been repaired, replacing the freezer module and fixing a major
internal dent. The Crawfords have generously donated a refrigerator/freezer to the Youth Room Kitchen. Outside, the Sodbusters remain in need of more volunteers to share the workload for two hours one day per month. One sprinkler has been
repaired and Green Landscaping has been hired to repair the other. The board continues to investigate ways to better manage and conserve energy to reduce costs.

The above excerpts represent only a partial listing of issues considered at the most recent Church Council meeting.
Church Council meetings are open to all members. The next Church Council meeting is Tuesday, June 11, 7 p.m.
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...Mind, Body and Soul
Nurturing the Seeds of Compassion
Monthly Afternoon Interfaith Retreat on
Compassion
By the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa and SRVUMC
Sunday, June 2, 2 to 8 p.m.
San Damiano Retreat Center
Spend an afternoon in learning, sharing, good conversation, and being
“opened” by experiencing spiritual practices on compassion from a different faith tradition each month, this month Islam
and Sufism. This double session, including dinner, focuses on practicing mindfulness and daily acts of compassion.
An extraordinary experience!
Karen Armstrong's book, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life is our guide.
Contact Bill Rust, wrusjrarb@aol.com to register or for a program brochure. The $40-60 fee includes dinner.

Last Month! The Great Decisions of Our Age
10:30 a.m. Sundays, Fireside Room
What are the great global policy decisions facing the U.S., and how should Christians respond? Our church is continuing a
series of eight weekly discussions on critical global issues using a guide prepared by the Foreign Affairs Association (FAA).
This program is part of an annual nationwide program, whereby groups of concerned citizens throughout the U.S. will discuss important issues and why we should be concerned.
The series will be facilitated by Lyn Arscott after the first worship service. A short DVD prepared by the FAA will be
shown on each topic, followed initially by discussions in small groups and finally as a combined group. The discussion se-

ries guidebooks will be on sale for $35. Contact lynarscott@comcast.net if you need a copy.
6/2

Cyber Conflict and Geopolitics
Cyber conflict is a new and continually developing threat which can include foreign interference in elections, industrial sabotage and attacks on infrastructure. Russia and China are committed to using cyberspace as a tool of
national policy. Is the U.S. prepared to respond?

6/9

United States and Mexico: Partnership Tested
The war on drugs, immigration and trade issues have taxed the relationship between the two countries. What impact will the new leadership of both countries have on this crucial partnership?

6/16

State of the State Department and Diplomacy
Many positions in the State Department have never been filled, and meetings between foreign leaders have been
undertaken with little advance planning. How will these changes affect the relationship between the U.S. and its
allies and adversaries?
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...Mind, Body and Soul
Afternoon Book Group

Regular Active Events at SRVUMC

Monday, June 17, 1 p.m.

ARC All-Church Time: Bring your friends and family and
join in the fun at the ARC! No charge.
Wednesdays, 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Sundays, 3 to 5 p.m.

Rm. 202 Wesley Center

Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
(Teresa leading)

ARC Drop-in Pickleball. Make some time in your week
for good times and good health with pick-up pickleball.
Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., $5/person.
Pickleball lessons offered Tuesday/Thursday 1 to 3:30
p.m. $15/person. Contact Rusty Lent at (925) 676-9148
or lentfam@yahoo.com.
Drop-in Basketball. Saturdays from noon to 2 p.m., $5/
person.
Gentle Yoga. Mondays and Fridays, 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.
Fireside Room. Contact Sylvia Benzler at (925) 802-0296.

Ahhh – June – a sure sign of summer! Anyone over 55 and looking for good food, fellowship and
FUN, please join us on the FIRST & THIRD Tuesday of the month, at noon in Wesley Center!
Tuesday, June 4—Prime Time Potluck and Presentation, Noon, Wesley Center

This summer is the fiftieth anniversary of the epoch-changing moon landing. To celebrate, Prime
Time’s June program will show “Trip to the Moon”, the 1902 film in which movie maker George
Méliès first showed us that landing on the moon could be possible. Dreams come first! Bring a dish to share, or stop at the
deli or bakery. We always have plenty of good food: it’s your company we want!
Tuesday, June 18—Prime Time Lunch with Friends, Noon, Wesley Center
John Sanders will make his perfect barbeque ribs with fruit salad, macaroni salad and all the good “fixins”! Finish it off
with John’s homemade berry crumble—yum! Good will offering of $5 to $10. Best food and fellowship in the Valley!!

Mark your calendar for our annual SF Giants V. Oakland A’s game! $42 a ticket, Sunday, August 25. Find Jerry Ricker or Nancy Benvenuto to buy your ticket!
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June Communion Offering
Peace with Justice Sunday

Important!
Change in Dates for June and July
Communion!

Peace with Justice Sunday is one of six churchwide special
Sundays observed by the worldwide United Methodist
Church. This year, we celebrate it officially on June 16,
but we will collect our offering for it on Communion Sunday. Traditionally, the first Sunday after Pentecost marks
this special Sunday in the UMC calendar.

This year, the second Sunday of the month in June and July
will be our Communion Sundays for each month.
June 9 will be Communion Sunday because June 2 is Music
Sunday this year.

Peace with Justice supports ministries at home and abroad
to bring hope to people of all kinds. Mediation and conflict
resolution training are two broad examples of the kind of
programs supported by the Peace with Justice monies.

July 14 will be Communion Sunday.

For example, in 2018, Goldendale UMC received a $3500
grant from this program from the Pacific Northwest Conference’s Board of Church and Society to support several
Native American youth from their area to attend a United
Nation Indian Trial Youth conference in San Diego. Another grant in the U.S. sponsored First United Methodist
Church of Buffalo, WY, in their program to present each
grade-schooler in the area with a story book at the end of
the last school year. In Alaska, United Methodists there contributed to the Alaska Innocence Project, a nonprofit group
seeking to exonerate individuals who have been wrongfully
convicted.

Have You the Will

Overseas, Peace with Justice ministries have a history that
touches a variety of people and countries. United Methodists have advocated for peace in the Holy Land; interreligious dialogue through a grant to the Ecumenical Youth
Council in Europe (EYCE); family unity and peace in South
Korea during a 2013 Ecumenical Korea Peace Conference.

To Help With Grill

The annual conference treasurer remits 50% of the collection to the General Council on Finance and Administration
(GFCA). The GFCA treasurer distributes the balance (after
expenses) to the agency for Peace with Justice Ministries.
The conference Board of Church and Society or an equivalent body administers the remaining 50% collected by the
annual conference treasurer. Learn more at the United
Methodist Church’s We Give website.

& Chill?

Shall we Grill & Chill on Thursday evenings this summer?
Great food, great company and jolly entertainment? It’s been
fun in the past. It’s been a lot of work for the coordinators,
however, and this year we’re leaderless!
If you’re up for helping to make Grill & Chill happen,
contact Pastor Dan, dsturdivant@srvumc.org.
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Upcoming Mission Opportunities
MedShare. Saturday, June 15 from 1 to 4 p.m. Help sort, identify and package critical
medical supplies that will be shipped to underserved hospitals and clinics in developing
countries around the world. Please contact Chris Hoff at 925-367-3360 to sign up.
Wildfire Recovery in Mendocino County, California—Mendocino County has seen several devastating wildfires the last
couple of years. We will be going to assist with building homes for families that are challenged to do so on their own. We will
carpool on Sunday, July 21 and return the evening of Friday, July 26.
This mission works in conjunction with Hope City, the group we worked with in Middletown in November, 2018. We will be
staying at the Hope City team housing in Redwood Valley. The cost of the trip is $125. Registrations is now available and
closes when we fill the available slots, but no later than July 7. Due to housing constraints, this mission is limited to a team
of eight people.
For more information or to receive a registration packet, contact Steve Elliott at 925-362-8697 or sae612@msn.com.
Middletown, California to assist with the recovery, September 29 through October 5, 2019. More on that in a couple of
months.

Mission Memories: Playhouse Build, April 28, 2019
By Paul Kuelz
This year, approximately 30 volunteers of all ages, assembled
and decorated two playhouses supplied by Habitat For Humanity-East Bay Silicon Valley (EBSV). The Playhouse Build
is a program put together as a fund raiser for Habitat For Humanity. Habitat asks for a donation of $2000 per playhouse to
cover material costs and fund the building of homes in the
East Bay and Silicon Valley. Your donations of over $4000
covered the donation cost, and we thank you for your continued generosity to allow us to support Habitat in our community.
The recipients of the playhouses request a theme for the volunteers to paint their playhouse. This time, the themes were
“Dogs” (can’t think of a better theme, personally) and
“Castles.” Our team of volunteers did a fabulous job of constructing and painting the playhouses. We completed the project in record time! The families have been selected by Habitat
through the Blue Star Moms organization. The playhouses are
then picked up by the families and taken home.
Please consider joining us on the next playhouse build. If you
wish to be on the contact list, please email me at paulkuelz@sbcglobal.net. If you wish to find out more about Habitat and
their future development plans in the area, please visit their website at https://www.habitatebsv.org
If you can’t wait to be part of the next build at SRVUMC, please consider being part of the Unity Faith Build—an interfaith event on September 14 and 15 in Oakland and Milpitas. For more information go to: https://
www.habitatebsv.org/events/unity-playhouse-build.
Thank you again, for all your support of Habitat For Humanity-EBSV.
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By Our Church Library Committee
Scalise, Steve, Back in the Game.
Every year, the Republican and
Democratic congressmen get together for their annual Congressional
Baseball Game. In the early morning
hours of June 14, 2017, a heavily
armed, enraged gunman, who hated
the Republican Party, opened fire at
a practice game, wounding five and
nearly killing Steve Scalise, Republican House Majority Whip. In his book, Scalise recounts
those first crucial minutes when life hung by a thread and
proper care was administered by knowledgeable, experienced people. Fortunately, 911 calls were made immediately
by nearby citizens upon hearing gunfire, which alerted firemen, paramedics, police and special agents to rush to the
stadium park. As Scalise put it, “the Calvary was coming!” The reader must keep in mind that Scalise is not a noted author; he is simply trying to acknowledge all the medical
people who saved his life, and his family and friends who
faithfully encouraged him to keep fighting. This book is a
must-read for all who believe in the power of prayer and
faith in God as he has!

A Chapter Closes: Paula Boswell
This is a sad moment for all of
us. Paula, who loved books, was
a tireless reader. What impressed us was her vast
knowledge of books when English was not her primary language. To appreciate all Paula
has done in her life, you might
want to read her book, No Ordi-

nary Life: The True Story of a
Dutch Girl and an American
Marine. She will be greatly missed by all.
—Joan Arscott, Sharon Ross, Marilyn Scott and Caroline Walsh
The Library Committee

Did You Know?
Paula was once featured in the cover story for Danville
Weekly in October 2008, when No Ordinary Life was
released. You can still read that article here:

Kilmeade, Brian and Don Yaegar.

https://www.danvillesanramon.com/
morguepdf/2008/2008_10_03.dvw.section1.pdf

George Washington’s Secret Six: The
Spy Ring That Saved the American
Revolution. This spy ring, known as the
"Culper Ring", was formed to defeat the
British in Manhattan and win that territory back for the patriots. Messages on
written missives, names and places were
coded and invisible ink was used. Agents
were assigned numbers for identification,
and to this day, no one knows for sure
who Agent 355 was! However, speculation is that the agent
was a female. This book describes the missteps first taken
and how the ring morphed into a more secret and workable
undertaking. Any history buff will find this intriguing and
true account a quick read!

“ I have always imagined paradise will be a
kind of library.” — Jorge Luis Borges
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Contact Us!

Every Sunday

Laura Roy

9 a.m. Traditional Worship

Children’s and Family Ministries
(Children through Grade 5)

Sunday school meets

lroy@srvumc.org

Grades 6 to 12: Room 202

(925)837-5243 ext 106

10:30 a.m. Living Water Worship

Rebecca Bernstein

Confirmation meets in room 201 until
11:45 a.m.

Youth Ministries (Grades 6-12)
rbernstein@srvumc.org
(925)837-5243 ext.109
Calendar
June 3 to 6—Mega Basketball Sports Camp: Grades 1 to 5. Register at
https://srvumc.org/mega-sports-camp-fundamentals/ Bible teachings interwoven with basketball and soccer training will help students learn how to be
good teammates.
June 24 to 28—Mission to Mars and Beyond VBS: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Please be
praying for our staff and children during this exciting week! We have closed registration and have a waiting list.
Sunday School Topics
LIFE APP—What God is doing in you to change the world around you.
WEEK 1
1 CORINTHIANS 13:4-8a: Love Is...
SAY THIS: Love others because God loves you.

K to Grade 5: Lamm Hall

Childcare for all ages in Tot Spot,
either service.
Weekly Programming
Middle School Youth Group (Grades
6 to 8) Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m.
High School Youth Group (Grades 9
to 12) Sundays from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Music
Children’s Choir—Sundays, 10 to
10:30 a.m., TK through grade 5, meets
upstairs in Judson. The choir will sing
the second Sunday of the month. Also
perform for the Christmas concert,
Christmas Eve, Palm Sunday, and the
May Music Concert. Questions? Please
contact Beth McClelland at
iteachk@pacbell.net.
Youth Choir—Grades 6 to 12, Sundays 3 to 4 p.m. in Judson, 2nd floor.
Teri Hawk

WEEK 2
ACTS 5:17-42: Apostles Are Treated Badly
SAY THIS: Choose joy no matter what’s going on.

Bros and Belles Choir—Grades 6 to
12, Practice Sundays from 4 to 5 p.m.
Winnie Stribling

WEEK 3
MATTHEW 6:25-27: Don’t Worry
SAY THIS: You can have peace because God is in control.

A few volunteer VBS team
members still needed!
Please contact Laura Roy
at lroy@srvumc.org.

WEEK 4
LUKE 2:22-35: Simeon at the Temple
SAY THIS: When you need to wait, ask God for patience.
WEEK 5
LUKE 10:25-37: The Good Samaritan
SAY THIS: Be kind to everyone.
REMEMBER THIS: “The fruit the Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and
peace. It is being patient, kind and good. It is being faithful and gentle and having control of oneself.”
—Galatians 5:22-23a, NIrV
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Among Ourselves
Health Concerns...
Barbara Brick

Continued Prayers For...

Pam Dominici

All those who live with longterm illness, unemployment,
life decisions, and sickness in
their families: Doug
Domergue, Johnny John-

Chuck Clark

Horace Crawford

Our Christian Sympathy...

ston, Lea Patteson; Lillian
Scherer; Ann Schroeder;
Joan Webb; Jeannine Woolery

To the family of Paula Boswell. Her memorial service is
planned for June 12 at 1 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Name Tags

HollyAnn Melton on the death of her father on May 19.

Please contact Patsy Kyles in the church office if you need
a new name tag ($8/ea.)

Update Birthdays and Anniversaries
The newsletter’s efforts to update its birthday and anniversary records continues! Please email newsletter@srvumc.org if you are a new member since your last
special day or if the newsletter has been inadvertently overlooking you. Or, if you prefer not to share that information,
please ask to be removed from the lists.

Congratulations To...
The Pace family on the birth of Mason Sturdivant Pace,
grandson of Dan and Maria Sturdivant.
The family of Macklin Steen Carroll on his baptism during
the 9 a.m. service on May 19.

Congratulations to our own Horace Crawford, recently
recognized as a Super Star Volunteer 2019 by Trinity
Center for his work with area homeless! Some of
Horace’s efforts over the past several years include
helping coordinate day work for some individuals and
offering transportation for belongings or to medical
appointments.
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June Celebrations
Birthdays
1 Anna Dunn
John Hammond
Marty Osborn

Steve Newburn

Mary Ogden

25 Cindy Leonard

Lori Tiedemann

Elli Rigolfi

26 Dot Ives

9 Susie Barton

17 Kaylee Bain

27 Tom Mullican

2 Jane VanderWerf

Mike Dominici

Jo Anne Erickson

4 Mike Brady

Wolf Meier

Leah Schroeder

Cara Mucklow

11 Evan Cerda

18 Rudy Ceragioli

29 Jess Erickson

Jeff Lang

Erin Lowther

30 Debra Brady

19 Sharon Greene

Sara Rossini

Nick Brown
5 Genevieve DeWalt
Keegan Dimler

Trice Rainer

Nader Saghafi

12 Sylvia Corson

6 José Altamirano

ClaudeC Johannessen
John Stienstra

Grayson Metcalf

28 Jessica Brown

John Schnittker

13 Nadia Blank-Koliha

21 Mary Ellen Brown

Jerry Slater

14 Grace Soderlund

22 Jennifer Helms

Liz Walz

Brian Steffy

7 Tom Byrom

15 Sierra Pearson

8 Linn Coombs

16 Nancy Mills

23 Lea Hickman
Lee Rust
24 Amy Parnes

Wedding Anniversaries
1 Joan & Allan Ross

(68)

3 Suzanne & Ray Shea

Kim Risedorph & Steve
Elliott

4 Norma Jean & Jim Bunker
5 Deb & Phil Bandy
Ellen & James Kocins
Myla & Christopher
Niederauer
6 Carrie & Jeff Doyle

Marti & Robert Starnes

12 Sandy & Bill Gsand (53)
Joanne & Harry Knapp
Linda & Larry Stone (53)
13 Carol & Joe Samford

7 Janelle & Dan Hawkley

14 Debbie & Mike Kelly

9 Peggy & Horace Crawford
(56)
Victoria & Greg Longstreet
10 Louise & Harry Hanover

Teresa & Steve Marohn
Barb & Dean McWilliams
(56)

11 Lori & Dave Ratto

Cindy & Rob Rudow

Vera & Bob Knowles (55)

16 Sally & Bill Andrew

15 Linda Ashcraft & Richard
Hudak
Marilyn & Julien Hansen
(61)

Pam & Brian Uitti
17 Karen & Tony Stepper
(51)

22 Linda & Mark DewHiersoux
Susie & Bill Steele (55)
23 Jan & Frank Baldwin (62)
Anita Ho & Henry Moon
24 Mary Ellen & Robert
Brown (56)

18 Diane & Bill Barley (58)

Marla & Bob Schleicher

Cherie & Bob Charbonneau

26 Rosanne & Michael Ogles
(53)

Donna Paula-Willis & Dan
Willis
19 Linn & Dave Coombs (51)
21 Judy & Gene Benedict
Marge & Steve Wood

Jan & Doug Rohde
11

Jane & Steve Roath (53)
27 Liz & Don Field
Joan & David Pierce
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